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liked to come in contact with young learners
and give them his best. So when a call came
from Holkar College and then from Agra
University and St. John’s College Agra— he
was torn between two loves, teaching and
research. But he chose to devote himself to

teaching and that remained his life—long
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Recollecting in Tranquility: An Address

Shruti Lahiri.

My dear youths,

Can you recognize me? I am your college,
Narasinha Dutt College, now a hoary entity,
having an existence of hundred years. From
the relics of immemorial past I hail you. O my
budding youths, who return to me again and
again to fill my lap with delight, with joy, with
bliss as the waves of the ocean do return with
double vigor to splash on the shores. Decrepit
and tottering under the burden of ripe age, I
still stand upright with my tall buildings,
surrounded by lush greenery and a pond
brimming to the full at the centre of my campus.
Can you guess why I do remain so agile? This
is only because, I get your enlivening touch
every day, every hour, every moment. So, I
live on and on and on through days, through
months, through years. The leaves of my trees
dry up in summer, my pond looks pale in the
scorching heat, but my withering trees regain
their green pigment again in monsoon, the
cormorant and the kingfisher have their day in
my overflowing pond and the flower-beds again
blush with the full bloom of blossoms. My
appearance changes again in winter. Full-
bloomed buds deck me up with their colours,
with hues of many shades. But the cold gusts
of air that blows across the pond chills all to
the very core.

O you young souls, amid this paradise, your
cries, your laughter, your calls, your gossips,
your friendly chats rejuvenate me, keep me
fresh and gay. Because of your touch, age can
neither crumble nor diminish my grandeur.

Much have I deliberated on the present
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hour. Now, can you afford a little time to hear
the story of my past, my heritage, my glorious
lineage? Howrah is my birthplace. Do you
want to know how Howrah was in the distant
past? It was most unlike the place we see
today: full of clamor of iron and steel,
congested, bursting with its population. My
motherland was then just a settlement of five
villages: Salica (Salkia), Harirah (Howrah),
Cassundeah (Kasundia), Ramkrishnapoor
(Ramkrishnapur) and Battar (Bator). In 1819,
the Howrah district was tagged to the Hooghly
district, only to become a separate entity in
1843. That was much before I came to exist.
It was in 1924 that the late L.R. Bellilious
with his wife Rebecca Bellilious founded me
with just seven teachers and one twenty-four
students at his residential building. Since then,
I am living on, proliferating from time to time
in size, structure and activities. My centre of
attraction, as I have told you, is a lovely large
deep pond, surrounded by huge buildings. I
most enjoy when the cormorants in the sunny
noon dip their head into the cold water only
to rise up after a few seconds.

I feel delighted to see the kingfisher, sitting
cautiously on the twigs of a tree, keeping a
careful watch on its prey and swooping down
like a lightening to catch the fish it has
targeted. The cool breeze blows through the
shimmering leaves of the huge trees, through
the lush greenery to make ever-widening
ripples in the pond. Fish abounds in my pond.
Besides the pond, lies a patch of green lawn.

Some days ago, a boy drowned in the pond.



Helpless cries throttled my voice. I could not
save him. I was benumbed seeing his cold
lifeless body.

O youths, your mirthful presence entertains
me all day, but when I see you anxious, when
I see you agitated, when I see you aggressive,
I can longer remain tranquil. Fright grips me.
I share my happiness with you, as equally do
I share my anxiety with you. As the blue sky

overhead, the green trees, the flowerbeds, the
black pond are my existence, so are you. So,
I hail you again and again, summon you to
come to me in hundreds, in thousands. You
delight me with your youth, with your
presence, with your loving touch. I will impart
you education, I will enlighten you, I will guide
you to bright future prospects.

Ever yours,

Narasinha Dutt College.
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My Journey at Narasinha Dutt College

Suman Kumar Maity

Our Narasinha Dutt College has proudly
crossed a century and we are celebrating the
legacy of the college through different
Centenary programs. Narasinha Dutt College
is one of the oldest and highly renowned
educational institution in Howrah District
which is established at the residence of Issac
Rafael Belilious on 1924. It was founded by
Sri Suranjan Dutt, the son of Narasinha Dutt
who was a renowned Notary of his time. The
college was affiliated to the University of
Calcutta by the then Registrar Sir Ashutosh
Mukherjee. This historical institution has
played a major role to shape the socio-
economic structure of the surrounding areas.

Before joining, I had very little idea about
this college; that may be owing to my
ignorance. Only information about the college
I had that is related to waterlogging in the
college premises. After the completion of long
procedure and formalities, finally I joined the
Department of Chemistry on July 2017.
Meanwhile, I have received the prestigious
Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship to pursue
postdoctoral research at Germany. Therefore,
after joining the college, I tried to avail
extraordinary leave so that I could travel to
Germany and pursue the research while
keeping my job here. In the meantime, one
day Principal Madam asked me to talk to the
Convenor of Admission Committee and I have
been included in the committee. At that time,
on 2018, online admission was rare in UG
colleges, however, we were running the process
successfully for past few years. The admission
procedure in UG colleges in our state was
going through a difficult phase. Lots of
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allegations were reported, even suicide case
of a student was surfaced as a victim of that
situation. However, we were able to conduct
the online admission peacefully and
successfully at that tough period which was
also highlighted in electronic media.

One of the most important events in the
history of UG studies in West Bengal happened
in the year of 2018, that is the introduction of
semester system in the form of “Choice Based
Credit System (CBCS)” following the UGC
guidelines. It appeared that the number of
classes increased and it was difficult to adjust
the three sections (morning, day evening).
However, the college has overcome all the
shortcomings and set forward to cope up with
the new system. An eventful year was passed
away in no time. Meanwhile, I have applied
for extraordinary leave which was granted by
the College, thanks to Principal Madam for
her kind support without which it was
impossible. The matter was then placed to the
higher education department, and after a lot
of effort, finally the leave was sanctioned. After
successful completion of the research abroad,
I returned to the college on October 2019.
Things were going normally and quietly after
that. The situation changed rapidly in 2020,
cases of Covid-19 were reported worldwide.
Death toll in China, Europe, America and other
countries had shaken the world. At the
beginning of 2020 we were not aware that
Covid-19 is going to strike India so badly,
thus we were not prepared at all. Naturally,
cases started to increase in India resulting the
initial closure of educational institutions
including our college. On March, 2020,



nationwide lockdown was declared. All of us
were home bound and campus activities were
totally on halt. Initially it was a challenge to
continue teaching learning process in the new
ordeal situation. Narasinha Dutt College started
its own YouTube channel to disseminate
knowledge through video lectures by teachers.
Our college was one of the few pioneers
among the UG colleges of West Bengal to
start virtual teaching learning process at the
early stage of lockdown. Later, online classes
through Google meet were started in our
college. The whole online teaching process
was completely a new experience to us.
Students remained silent during the class all
the time, some of them were even not in front
of the screen, doing something else. Teachers
could not get any response after repeated
enquiry. Anyway, online classes and
examinations were going through like this way,
students were getting huge marks without even
preparing for the examination. The system
created a severe damage to the students as
they have lost the habit of studying and
preparing for examination. Albeit, the year
2020 was a very depressing and painful to all,
it brought some good news also. Three of our
students qualified JAM exam and placed to
IIT-Bombay for master degree. One of them
secured all India rank 1 in JAM exam, which
was a very proud moment for Department of
Chemistry as well as Narasinha Dutt College.
Cases of Covid-19 gradually decreased and
the situation gets normal at the end of the
year 2021. Educational institutes started their
regular on campus functioning. The University
decided to conduct examination through offline
mode and the decision led to a massive
agitation and protest from students. They
wanted online examination; however, their
demand was not fulfilled. Offline examination
held and a lot of students failed to clear all
the papers in a semester. Pandemic left its mark
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on the education system and on the career of
the students.

Meanwhile, the third cycle of NAAC was
approaching which was delayed owing to the
pandemic. Our college has already started
preparation for NAAC visit, and as a member
of IQAC I am involved in different NAAC
related activities. Thus, a very important time
frame for Narasinha Dutt College is passing
by and we all are contributing up to our
capacity to make this period memorable and
historical. In the meantime, UGC has declared
new education policy 2020, in short NEP 2020,
and suggested the educational institutions to
follow the NEP. In 2023, the Govt. of West
Bengal has decided to follow NEP after a lot
of ifs and buts, and implemented to the
Universities and undergraduate colleges.
Academic framework has been changed as the
time span for honors courses becomes four
years. Surprisingly, all over West Bengal, the
admission of students to B.A /B.Sc. honors
courses has decreased significantly. The
reasons for this decrease are manifold. The
lack of job opportunities and the increased
time frame to complete the honors courses
compare to the previous system are the leading
causes. The misconception among the students
regarding research in honors courses is also a
major factor.

On 1st July 2023, the centenary celebration
was started by a stunning colorful rally, which
was featured in prime newspapers. The very
eventful and august inaugural program was
held on 25th August 2023. The centenary
celebration will continue throughout the year
by different beautiful and creative events. |
wish all the success to the centenary
celebrations and all the prosperity of the
college in future. I strongly believe that the
college will shape many more intelligent minds
and will give them wings to fly high in their
future endeavors.



Back ground in brief of Late Principal Motilal
Chatterjee

Deb Sundar Chatterjee

With the growth of education in the country
the people of Howrah city started feeling of
having a college in the Howrah city around
the time 1920 and onwards. Thus the people
of Howrah was in dire need of a college in the
city reached to the ear of the then an wealthy
man of the city Mr L.LR. Belilious who came
forward and agreed to provide funds not only
for foundation but also for it’s maintenance
even the Principal for the proposed college
was selected by him only. He also agreed to
donate his own residential building for the
purpose of college. He directly approached to
Late Motilal Chatterjee who was Principal of
the Allahabad K.P. College and Visiting
Professor of English of Allahabad University.
Principal Chatterjee with the momentary
decision gave up his post to accept the offer
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of joining the new college of his own home
land. It may be re called that he was succeeded
by the Late Ramananda Chatterjee, the
renowned journalist.

This may be recalled that Principal Motilal
Chatterjee was the teacher of Sir Asutosh
Mukherjee and competitor of Late Haraprasad
Sastri in the University of Calcutta. It may not
be the out of place to mention that Principal
Chatterjee carried a brilliant academic carrier
in the University and through-out his carrier
he always secured the highest position. He
attracted the attention of Pandit Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagar who picked up him up as the
Professor of English in Vidyasagar College
erstwhile Metropolitan College.




MY FEELINGS ABOUT MY COLLEGE

Saradindu Chattaraj

Introduction : On saturday, the 8th of July,
2023 an article in the “Kolkata Karcha” of the
Anandabazar Patrika States that Narasinha
Dutta College, the oldest college in the Howrah
district has started to celebrate hundredth year
of its, foundation with the Pravat Ferry
organised by the students old and present. After
reading the article I felt pride in being myself
once a student of this college.

I was admitted into this college in 1963. I
was the student of the 2nd batch of English
(Hons.). The college started imparting English
Hons. course under Calcutta University from
the year 1962. So, those who started pursuing
English Hons. in 1962 were the first batch of
students. They sat for the part one examination
in 1964. Of the eight or ten students only my
senior Shyamal Paladhi obtained the qualifying
marks to sit for the part II examination in 1965.
He sat for the first two papers of five and
unfortunately did not complete other three
papers. So he appeared for the part two
examination as a continuing candidate in 1966,
the year when I went in for my part II
examination after I had obtained more than
the qualifying marks in the part I. We both
passed in second class with Hons. in English.
So we live eligible to pursue M.A. in the
Calcutta University in the 1966-1968 session.

In the article I have leart that the college
was established by Mr. Suranjan Dutta, son of
Mr. Narasinha Dutta in a gorgeous mansion
standing on a sprawling and vast land left by
one broad-hearted Jewish business man sir
Isaac Raphael Belilious with the help of his
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generous wife Mrs. Rebeka. Mr. Suranjan
Dutta a man of erudition and be-nevolence
did not lose any moment to set up a college in
Howrah after his noble father’s name in 1924.
Calcutta University (Now Kolkata) offered its
affiliation and recognition.

In 1962 the college started English Hons.
Course and all Hons. courses in Economics,
Political Sciene, History, Philosophy, Sanskrit.
Students had to sit for their first three papers
in 1964 for their part one Examination. In the
part two (II) examination they had to sit for
their five Hons. Papers. But when we the 2nd
batch of students sat for our part I we had to
folow the revised regulation time—four papers
in the part one and other four papers in the
part two II, time-four hours for each paper
system. Both my senior Shyamal Paladhai and
I were successful in obtaining Hons. marks in
English for the first time in the history of
Narasinha Dutt College—Paladhi as continuing
candidate and I as regular one. We were
allowed to be admitted to the M.A. (Eng.)
degree by the Caslcutta University in the 1966-
1968 session. After doing our M.A. we both
became at first teachers (assistant), later were
appointed H.M. Senior Paladhi became HM
in Santragachi H.S. School and I as HM in
Bantul Mahakali High School (H.S.) in
Bagnan, Howrah.

Now, I desire to write about the ambience,
surrounding and atmosphere that prevailed in
the then college. My feelings were that we
learnt under the wise and erudite professors



of all the departments. So I am writing about
those revered professors who taught us
English, Philosophy, Political Science,
Economics, History, Sanskrit, Bengali, Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics, Biology (Hons. and
Pass.). We the students could not help offering
our reverence, esteem, good behaviour,
obedience and gentleness to them. Before them
we could not but bow down heads for their
vast knowledge on their subjects and their
dignified demeanour and their wonderful
technique of teaching. They could make
complex lessons turusimple so that we could
learn at ease.

Now, about our English Department. Prof.
S.B. Prof. C.M. Sarkar, Prof. P.N. Sinha, Prof.
PR.M., Prof. M.P. and Prof. A. Das. We were
a bit shy before Prof. S.B. (Satinath
Bhattacharyya) for his dignified appearance,
Julius Caesar like demearour and personality.
When he taught Julius Caesar, We remained
spell bound. Prof. Charu Mohan Sarkar taught
us in a very simple way so that we could learn
easily. His simple language made us
understand the lesson at ease. Prof. Paresh
Nath Sinha was a master of most of the papers
save Philology. His use of synonymous words
made us wonders, His had writing as well as
his style or putting clothes was a matter to be
copied or emulated. Our senior Shyamal
Paladhi tried to emulate his writing or hand
writing. Prof. PR.M. (Priya Rajan Mitra) asked
us what to be taught in the period when he
came. When we asked him to teach us a
particular chapter, he told us, he was not
prepared and he would teach us the next day;
and he did so wonderfully; he was a man of
forgetfulness. His teaching was really thought
provoking. Prof. Ajit Das, an advocate of
Howrah Court taught us in a jovial way. He
said after; when you feel depressed, put on
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your best dress or attire. Most sundays I used
to go to his chamber to have lesson from him,
As soon as he saw me coming he asked his
clients to leave the room to teach me. He was

defeat him as his arguments on any subject
were really hard to come ones. Prof. M.P. gave
us notes on Philology, very hard to memorise,
Prof. Sen, a young one, one of the best students
of Howrah and a precidention who was
recruited a few months back was very close to
me. He helped by offering some text books of
M.A. Later on. I came to know, he died a
premature death very sad for the college.

A few words for other professors in other
subjects. Some Professors of Bengali
implanted their impression on us. Two or three
professors of Political Science were familiar
to us. Their teaching made us thingk. We must
say about Prof. Bharati who taught philosophy.
His oratory and gentle behaviour moved us
greatly.

Now, I have something more to say about
one of the members of the Duttas. After the
part one I was the only student of English
Hons. All Englisht Professors taking up the
Attendance Register came into the room to
teach me. I was all alone. But my name was
not in the A.R. For want of money I could not
let my name registered. But the Professors did
not say anything to me. I told my father about
my condition.

He took me to one of the members of the
Duttas, known to him. He at once advised the
office of the college to register my name so
that I could sit for the part II examination.
Had he not done so I could not appear for the
examination though I was the only student of
Eng. Hons. from the College. I tried to keep
the prestige of the members as well as the
College as a whole.



Now, about all the staff members,—office
bearers, clearks, subordinate workers were
greatly helpful to us. Whenever we needed
their help, they tried their best to satisfy us.
Their behaviour was plwasant, and they loved
us greatly.

I must say something about the students who
were senior, junior and clasmates both boys
and girs. We passed our leisure hours talking
about our problems, about professors. Our
seniors were helpful and advised us when we
needed their help. In the shpere of games and
cultural activities we were not lagging behind
But during the rains we passed dully and
morosely because water everywhere, no where
to go for entertainment.

My great desire : I wish I were a student
of this college and take part in the year long
celebration. But I am a bit in disposed. I hope,
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if the generous organisers publish this article
after necessary correction or omission and
commission in the magagine that will be
brought out, I will be extremely happy and
feel complacent.

What an amazing matter it is, whenever I
think professors were taking my classes in the
room, where only one student was a taught.
The room was hall like and only a student
learning. I also feel delighted whenever the
memory of classmates—Suprakas Ghatak,
Ashim Adak, Abdul Zabber come into my
mind. Their association really was pleasant
and is present in my mind slip. But our life is
not stagnant; it is ever moving and following.

I was not a brilliant student but the help
that the professors offered made me capable
or undertaking different and acduous tasks in
our life.




College Days : A Journey Through the Golden

Years of Guidance and Joy
Peu Mondal

In the tapestry of life, certain threads stand
out with vibrant colours and intricate patterns,
forever etched in the fabric of our memories.
One such vibrant thread in my life’s tapestry
is the chapter of my college days—a time
brimming with exuberance, guidance, and the
joys of camaraderie.

My college days were a golden era, a time
when I experienced the perfect amalgamation
of education and personal growth. The
academic corridors echoed with the footsteps
of eager learners, like me, ready to absorb the
wisdom imparted by the professors who stood
as beacons of knowledge and guidance. Their
influence was profound, shaping not only our
academic understanding but also our outlook
towards life.

I vividly recall the moments when our
professors mentored us, nurturing our
inquisitive minds and encouraging us to delve
deeper into our chosen fields of study. Their
dedication was unmatched, and they went
above and beyond to ensure we grasped the
intricacies of our subjects. The encouragement
they provided kindled a flame within us,
inspiring us to reach for the stars academically.

Equally significant was the bond of
friendship that flourished during those college
days. The laughter, the late-night study
sessions, and the occasional struggles with
exams formed an unbreakable bond amongst
us. These were not mere acquaintances but
friends who stood by in both good and bad
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times. The sense of unity and shared
experiences heightened the joys and
diminished the sorrows, making the journey
through college an unforgettable one.

The freedom that came with college life
allowed us to explore not only the academic
realm but also our own identities. We were
encouraged to voice our opinions, engage in
debates, and challenge existing paradigms.
This environment fostered critical thinking and
taught us to be more open-minded, accepting,
and tolerant.

However, amid the euphoria of newfound
independence and academic challenges, there
were moments of longing for the past—the
simpler times when responsibilities were
lighter, and life was less complicated. As time
progressed, the weight of adulthood and the
realities of life began to settle in, making me
yearn for the golden days of college, where
the biggest concern was acing exams or
meeting project deadlines.

Now, as I look back, the nostalgia envelops
me like a warm embrace. The laughter in the
hallways, the insightful lectures, the
friendships, and even the academic stress—all
these aspects shaped me into who I am today.
It’s a realization that the college days weren’t
just about acquiring knowledge; they were
about moulding character, building
relationships, and learning life skills.

The echoes of those golden days
reverberate in my heart, serving as a reminder



of the incredible journey I had during my
college years. The professors and friends who
walked with me, hand in hand, through this
journey, have left an indelible mark on my
soul. Their influence is a guiding light, steering
me through the labyrinth of life.

My college days were a kaleidoscope of
emotions, experiences, and growth—a chapter
I treasure and revisit often in the story of my
life. The memories of those golden years
continue to inspire me, reminding me of the
potential that lies within, instilled in me by
the profound education and nurturing
environment of my college.
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AN IMAGINARY CONVERSATION
between the Moon and Indu

Purnendu Bhattacharyya

...50 you men, not content with wrecking the beauty and property of the Earth, want
to target me.

You mean India’s landing on your south pole—our Chandrayaan 3. Oh India is on the
Moon for the first time!

I think you are not neighbourly with your nearest natural satellite.

Actually, we’re using science to have a better idea of the space, to dissolve the
mystery of your birth, the treasure your womb contains, your atmosphere etc.

That is you’re engaged in a demystication venture Aicc myths and an??dotes will no
more entertain the men. Who would now believe that I am the issue of a Titan, move
in a chariot in the sky, a symbol of life and fertility, kissed Endymion every night in
his munending slumber etc.

Science is fact, and fact challenges myths and reveals the truth. Just see how you are
a god and a godess in different myths. Indians worship you as Chandradev, Japs as
Sukuyomi, the Norse as Mani, the chinese as Chang’e, the Mayans as Exchel, the
Egyptians as Khonsu, the Romans as Luna, the Greeks as Artemis etc.

The question of gender has never irked me. You Indians say ‘je kali sei krishna’ (Kali
the goddess and Krishna the incarnation of Vishnu are the same).

Science has revealed that you’re 4.5 billion years old, you're four hundred times
smaller than the sun, your diameter is one fourth of the Earth, you have no gravitation
and so no atmosphere, have moonquakes etc. Moreover there are many more moons
in the space eg Ganymede, Titan etc.

Your selenology has destroyed the beauty of such expressions as haply the Queen
Moon is on her throne, | Cluster’d around by all her starry fays.” People will no more
enjoy Lyly’s Endymion or Jonson’s Cynthia’s Revels or Shelley’s The Moon. I've ever
been an antidote to your sorrow, frustration, dejection, misery, I am a natural object
of beauty, and your keats wrote in Endymion “A thing of beauty is a joy for ever”.
Children as well as adults enjoy Herze’s Destination Moon or Explorers on the Moon.
None would write such fiction any more.

Science has no relation with myth or fiction. None would believe your marriage with
twenty seven daughters of Prajapati Daksha, but your special liking for Rohini which
caused your near extinction by Daksha’s Curse, from which Lord Shiva saved you by
embedding you to his forehead. Now Rohini is a Nakshatra and this myth is scientifically
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interpreted as your occultation with Aldebaran (Rohini).

: But would you tell what your Vikram Lander and Pragyan Rover in Chandrayaan-3

are going to do?

They will see, inter alia, if there is water in your body.

Why water is of so much importance to you?

It will explain your origin, the origin of the seas on the Earth etc.

What will you do with water?

It will be split into hydrogen for fuel and oxygen for breathing. Without water we
cannot make you inhabitable for man and animals.

Russia also sent a rocket but failed to land. I could disallow you too, but I became
soft to remember the mothers’ lullabies like “ai ai chandmama tip diye ja...” (maternal
uncle moon, come and dot my baby’s forehead with mark of your love). So many
songs are there tagged with my name— ‘e chandsa roshni chehra...”, ‘Chand mera
die...’, ‘O mere chandni...’, ‘Khoya khoya chand...”, ‘Chandni ki chand ho...”, ‘Chanda
bhi tu...” and many more. How sweet is the Tagore’s song ‘Chander hasir bandh
bhengechhe’, or Hemanta’s composition of ‘ei rat tomar amar, oi chand tomar amar...”
lovers make me a witness of their love.

So you admit how the Earth and you are closely related.

But you have tarnished my image by such coinages as “moonstruck” to mean ‘mad’,
‘lunatic asylum’ for the abode of madmen, ‘mooncalf” for the fool by birth’, “moony”
for the ‘unreal’, ‘moonshiner’ for the illegal supplier of liquor’. I am offended by such
coinages.

But such terms are there for good sense—’Over the moon’ refers to extremely happy
condition, ‘moonfaced’ for a radiant and beautiful and sedate face. We also use you
in nomenclature eg. Sashi, Sashikala, Diptendu, Purnendu, Dibyendu, Ardhendu,
Shirshendu, Bidhan chandra, Bimalendu, Sukhendu, Krishnendu etc. We composed
Durga Dhyan Mantra with your name ‘Jatajuta samajukta mardhendukritashekavam,
lochanatraya sanjuktam purnendusad is asanam.”..

Well, you are the fourth country to touch me, Neil Armstrong was the first man to taste
my virgin rock. His words have gone into history— “One small step for man, one
giant leap for mankind”. China, France, Russia, Japan are all in the foray.

You should be proud that a developing country like India is now a member of the elite
space club ISRO has ranked India among the world’s top four nations.

It is the cause, it is the cause of my worst apprehension. All of these countries will
be in a rat race for plundering my resources. I admire Milton’s criticism of this
tendency of becoming rich by destroying the benefactor’s resources, “...with impious
hands/Rifled the bowels of their mother earth/For treasures better hid...”. Your
Mammonism will be your nemesis. You have polluted the Earth in many ways. Global
warming will melt the permafrost to cause the extinction of may lives. You have
destroyed so many species of fauna and flora in the Amazon Forest fire. You call this
rainforest the “lungs of the world”. Just feel the pain of the Earth.
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Chandrayaan-1 of 2008, Chandrayaan-2 of 2019 failed but we knew that these were
‘novel failures’ and not incompetence. And the present soft-landing has increased
India’s confidence in space research which was so long the monopoly of the rich and
the white. Satellite will serve for India’s agriculture, warfare, weather forecast, drought,
flood etc. Rocket selling will have a boom. Interest in Rocket studies and Space
Science will increase, along with an increase of the number of selenophiles.
And you will also introduce lunar Economics when there will be attempts for building
colonies by many rich countries and violate Outerspace Treaty of 1967.
The UNO shall look into the matter.
But the Big Five shall have the final say. Morever India should give priority to solving
the problems of poverty, health, illiteracy, superstition, unemployment, communalism
etc. Your helpless condition at the times of Spanish flue, the world wars, plague,
COVID-19 pained me. You can not conquer cancer, and you want to conquer Moon.
You wont be able to have a sustainable development of space.
This achievement shall help stop brain-drain and improve DORDO (Defence Research
and Development Organisation) and INSAT (Indian National Satellite System).
In stead of building silk road to me, build your earthly roads and improve your own
agriculture and industry and the global ecology. Why are you going against Nature,
the existing discipline of the Universe? Dont be too ambitions. Why don’t you pay
heed to Mary Shelley’s message in Frankenstein, Hemingway’s warning in The Old
Man and the Sea, Herman Melville’s attitude to Captain Ahab in Moby Dick? Did
your Aryabhatta or his disciple Barahamihir, Copernicus or his follower Galileo teach
you to colonise the celestial bodies?
Actually astronomical studies and exploration are closely related. We can not help it.
But cant you foresee how geopolitics and international relations are closely related to
this race for the search of the minerals in my possession. Russia—Once India’s close
friend and now a bit isolated because of the war with Ukraine—is upset at India’s
success and its failure in soft-landing and is shaking hands with China in a bid to
materialise its 2021 agreement for space research. A cold war between India and
Russia-China is a natural consequence. The Artemis Agreement will benefit the USA,
China, Japan and rich countries, and not India. These rich countries have already
destroyed nature in their own countries. Now they want to destroy the space. It is sad
that India the land of the Upanishads is a competitor in the race.
India wants to prove that we are not inferior to others. We shall develop our launchers,
rovers and landers for the best performance in space exploration.
Do as you like, but I sense some danger in becoming the apple of discord among
nations. Moreover, I am receding 3.8 cm every year from the Earth. So a time will
come when the people of the Earth will no more see me with my ‘silver sphere’ and
so sing ruefully “Chand Keno asena amar ghare” or see me as a “jhalsano ruti.”
Actually India wants to cohabit and not coerce with you.
I’'m not worried by ISRO or NASA, but by your ulterior purposes, and of anothr Big
Bang.
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The Downtown Cafe
Souvik Chakraborty

It’s the downtown cafe, where we first met;

It might be like, that was our fate;

Your glistening eyes and glittering scent, made my little heart faint;
Never thought it could be love;

Who could believe love at first sight?

Till T found out at midnight, that;

I have fallen in love with you, the moment I first saw you;
I have fallen in love with you, the moment I smelled the scent of you;
Oh! I have fallen in love.

Now I regret, not asking you out for a date, silly me!
But it wasn’t my fault, cause it’s my first time,
Falling in love at first sight, I was too dumb to act.

I think it’s not that late, to ask you out for a date;
Cause;

I have fallen in love with you, the moment I first saw you;
I have fallen in love with you, the moment I smelled the scent of you;
Oh! I have fallen in love.

You are now like the Sword of Damocles;

Whenever I try to fall asleep, you make me awake.

It makes me a little sad, cause I want to dream about you and me
Where I am the Dragon you are the Queen, flying high above the sea.
Oh, Silly me!

It’s still hard for me to believe;

That I have fallen in love at first sight.
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The Pole Star Night Sky

Ranita Chakraborty

In the middle of a sea, Amongst the glittering chaos
Searching for a shore; There is peace in the darkness
I, being lost for years two or three, There is hope of beauty,
Losing hopes more and more. In the night-light;
Maybe a little dim.
I encountered a tempest, The shaking leaves of coconut tree
Which diverted my path again; Don’t know where to stop
Unaware of the East or West, And how to, in the stormy waves
My ship’s heading towards the vain. A trivial mind looking for likable silence
Amidst the monotony.
T’was only then, When the sky can’t tell nature’s destiny
I met the Pole Star when It can wrap the globe with grey of clouds
I found the North, It can behold the memories of love
Where the shore must be lying forth. That made the soil wet,
Plethora of imaginative lines
I don’t know my shore is how far, Drawing pictures of the night sky.

Yet, I will always follow my Pole Star.

The Death

Anamitra Ray

‘Long live the King’

And then the King dies.

The King dies

The Kingdom remains.

Unlit;

The courtiers become strangers

The prajas unknown

No one to stand before the throne

No one to hold the sceptre.

The wind blows between the walls:
Await the new dawn
Let the King live in death
Let the King live in peace.
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A monochromatic boy

Sahan Das

So many people are around me

But when I look at myself I am alone.

I have people to laugh with me, joke with me
but when I am alone in my room

Not a single eye to watch me

It suffocates me to death.

I stare and stare and stare.

The dull and boring ceiling never grows boring to look at
because it’s everything I can freely stare at.

No one judges, No one to think If I am gloomy again.

I sit alone at my bench contemplating over nothing.

Always wearing a mask with people who are close with me.
But the question is, Am I really close with anyone?

The lively world shines with bright colours

Looking at myself I see a monochromatic boy

rotting on his death bed.

Staring at the ceiling, contemplating over so many things yet his brain is empty.
He thinks about so many things, Yet he does nothing.

Heart heavy like a rock,

unable to shade any tears.

My tear ducts might not be broken, but my heart is.

The colourful world of joy exhausts me

makes me jealous, when all I have is the shades of grey.

I try to squeeze the fake colours out of me,

struggle with the colour palette and paint over my grey world,
The rain would just destroy everything.
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ALONE

Dr. Jayita Roy (Ghoshal)

Crossing the 80™ milestone

After 65yrs of companionship

She is finally alone.

She had experienced “The partition”

As a mere 8 year old child;

Sent off to a new territory

Which she had to call her country form then onwards

To look after her two of the three elder brothers

Studying in college in a land called India.

No one gave the three” refugee” children

A proper place to dwell

Children who were used to living in grandeur and prestige
And why not-they were the children of an erstwhile advocate;
They took shelter in an ill designated place

The little girl tending the kitchen with limited resources

Till her mother could arrive with rest of the siblings in tow from East Pakistan.
She was alone, but never alone.

The brothers she took care of

Got jobs,

But they forgot their little sister who had cooked for them with tender hands,
To accede to a request of an extra sari during Durga Pujo

For in Bengal, thousands were still in pains in the refugee camps along the border.
She was married off to a school teacher

Who was destined to achieve greater heights-

Bore the stress and agony of the political unrest, turmoil in tumultuous 70s
Fleeing Political prisoners;

She learnt to differentiate between the gong patterns of prison

For her husband is now a law enforcer.

Traversing across districts of West Bengal

Learnt the ways of prisons, convicts and

In cases, convicts on good behavior were under her jurisdiction
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As she was the Home Minister
Alone but not apparently alone.

Her immediate elder brother,

With whom she fought most and had the sibling comraderies at best
Never failed to show up and stand by her unspoken

In Bhai Dooj, daughters’ marriage, family addas and occasions

And occasional sharing of a drink or two and movies

A die-hard fan of her traditional dishes

Chose to leave her also

Succumbing to cancer

Her childhood connection severed - with silver streaks in the mane the siblings sported.
Her childhood memories left her alone, but

How could she be alone -she still had other siblings with no visible ties.

At the last few years of companionship
She struggled with aches and pains

To keep up to her culinary skills

Her partner of six decades and half was slowly
Succumbing to inevitable fate.

As she bade final goodbye

One autumn evening

She felt restless at her singlehood

But she preferred to be ALONE

In her own solitude,

In the dwelling she called her own,

At eighth decade of her life -

She has to learn to live alone
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Where the Dreams Cross: T.S. Eliot and French

Poetry. Chinmoy Guha. Primus Books. Pp. 227.

Reprint Edition 2020. ISBN: 978-81-947560-0-2.
New Delhi.

Subhasis Chattopadhyay

Chinmoy Guha refers to Stephen Spender
“when he [Spender] says unwittingly” of one
of Eliot’s poems, The Lovesong of J Alfred
Prufrock, that Prufrock “suffers” (emphasis
Spender’s) and “is in a Baudelairian hell” (96).
As unwittingly, that is, without intention, when
Spender writes on Prufrock being in a
Symbolist hell, Guha without intending to be,
has become an Indian voice in systematic
theology and many of his observations in this
book under review demand Lenten readings.
We knew about Baudelaire and his flamboyant
short life. But how many of us know of
Baudelaire’s spirituality? Guha writes that
Baudelaire had a profound understanding ““of
Original Sin” (92). It is another matter that, as
Guha points out, Eliot too shared this
Baudelairian sense of Original Sin (92). Before
reading this book, the reviewer was aware of
Eliot’s self-confessed Christianity, but there
exists no work where Baudelaire’s views on
spirituality have been connected to Eliot’s
poetry and criticism. Guha’s genius unearths
for us a new Baudelaire and a new Eliot. Who
would have thought before Guha researched
Eliot that Baudelaire took a dim view of Victor
Hugo being opaque to spirituality? In fact,
Guha’s Baudelaire is not a picaresque avant
garde, he is a young man searching for the
numinous. “In a life of misery and
wretchedness”, Baudelaire was tortured by his
“sense of Sin and Redemption” (92). Guha

backs up his assertion by reading Baudelaire
himself. Guha quotes Baudelaire:

...my whole heart, all my tenderness all my
religion (travesty), all my hate. It is true that
I shall write the opposite, that I shall swear by
all my gods that this is a book of pure art, of
antics, of jugglery...(Baudelaire quoted and
translated by Guha, 85-86)

Yet Guha rightly notes that “with the
possible exception of Dante” few poets
“expressed the whole range of human
emotions...in such a ruthlessly
uncompromising manner” (86) effecting a
redefinition of “the moral position of a poet
in a world of suffering” (86). Guha, taking the
cue from Rimbaud goes on to foreground the
vatic or, prophetic role of Baudelaire. Had
Guha written only this much about Baudelaire
and Victor Hugo and Eliot, he would have
accomplished something rich and strange, to
quote Shakespeare. The leitmotifs of suffering
and loneliness (acedia, mentioned by Guha
while quoting Eliot in p. 89, italics’ Eliot’s)
mark Guha’s works and especially this book
which is not a monograph but a theological
contribution to India’s rich legacy of Hindus
engaging with Christianity. The length of the
book is well beyond a standard monograph’s.
This needs being noted since it has been
elsewhere erroneously termed a monograph.
In Prabuddha Bharata, while reviewing Guha’s
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book on Tagore, this reviewer had pointed out
how he is a theologian in the line of the late
Catholic priest Raimundo Panikkar. As will
be shown in a moment, Guha’s book arrived
just at the right time when Eliot scholarship is
under existential threat from insufficient and
desacralized exegesis in our country. Eliot is
taught and studied through purely materialist
hermeneutics and studied out of context in
our classrooms. Let us now turn to Guha to
examine how he interprets Eliot.

“... The Waste Land...asserts the necessity
of Christianity” (89), earlier in the same page,
Guha writes that Eliot was convinced that
Baudelaire’s “sense of Evil implies the sense
of Good”. Guha has even unearthed Eliot’s
conviction of Baudelaire’s theological
innocence (89). Classrooms globally miss this
point about both Baudelaire and Eliot and harp
on Baudelaire’s Byronic exploits and Eliot’s
personal life without considering both their
intellectual and spiritual foundations. Only
Guha can write of their “aesthetics of
suffering” (Guha quotes and translates Eliot,
89). This is a book about the Passion of the
Christ mimetically represented in the works
of the French Symbolists and T.S. Eliot. Once
Julia Kristeva gave a Lenten talk to the College
of Cardinals, though she is known for her
insights into psychoanalysis and feminism.
Guha deserves to be known as a theologian in
his own right. Further textual references from
his book will support this contention.

In Chapter 5, Claudel and Eliot: In Search
of the Still Point, Guha quoting A.H.

A.H. Moody, points out that the Christian
zeitgeist pervaded Claudel’s poems and poetic
dramas (168). This chapter is unique within
Eliot studies. By Guha’s own admission (169),
Claudel was not connected with Eliot studies
earlier, and it is to be added, that without
Guha’s cultural intervention we would have
never known this. In a review limited in scope
it is impossible to speak further on Claudel

and Eliot here and their shared Christian
consciousness. It suffices to just point out that
Guha writes of “Claudel’s light of Christianity”
as leading Eliot to that peace which only the
Risen Lord can give to us in this valley of
tears (172). Then comes the real clincher. Guha
negotiates the Catholic theologian, Jacques
Maritain’s influence on Eliot. It is from
Maritain’s insights that Eliot’s writings became
“also a diary of a soul” (173). Guha comments
on the poem Ash-Wednesday and without
perhaps realising it, on the real Ash-
Wednesday, that Eliot celebrates, to quote
Claudel,” the immense Octave of ...creation”
(173). Writing of Maritain’s understanding of
Roman Catholicism and his importance to
Eliot, Guha meditates: Maritain comprehends
the anguish of the time as true Catholicism
(176). In this sense Maritain, and Eliot being
an acolyte of Maritain become proto-liberation
theologians since both heard the anguish of
their times. They were Christians who would
be aghast to be thought of as anything else. In
his Introduction, Guha sets to define what is
meant by tradition to Eliot. It is not merely a
literary continuum which quickened Eliot, but
a definite Catholic and Christian sensibility
which took hold of Eliot and thus Guha writes
in the beginning of the book that an “intensely
Catholic” tradition deriving from the French
Symbolists overwhelmed Eliot (19).

Fr. Clooney is a Jesuit who specialises in
Hinduism. Chinmoy Guha is a polyglot Hindu
who would himself probably reject the fact he
is a theologian. This Sahitya Academy winner
and litterateur is also an Indian Christian
theologian who remains Hindu and in the best
Catholic sense, has insights into the Roman
Catholic Faith found in no other Eliot critic.
It is high time we study Guha’s works as
treatises of what Hans Kiing calls the kerygma
of the Lord.
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Spirituality: An Examination in the Light of Sri
Aurobindo’s Insights

Minakshi Pramanick

There are many myths about spiritual
personalities and great yogis in India. One of
them is that since whatever he or she does
from a divine consciousness, it will be perfect,
flawless, great, or a work of genius or world-
class. The other myth is that he or she will be
some kind of an omniscient demi-god who
can know everything under the sun, solve all
problems or answer all questions. These beliefs
are not entirely myths. There may be a grain
of truth in it but mixed with popular
misconceptions. Let us briefly examine these
truths and myths.

Spiritual consciousness or spiritual
development need not necessarily lead to high
creative quality in outer work or action because
this outer quality depends also on the condition
of the instruments or faculties of
consciousness. A great yogi living in the
highest spiritual consciousness may write
poetry. But if his poetic or aesthetic qualities
are underdeveloped, the outer aesthetic quality
may not be great or even mediocre; it can
never reach the level of great poets like Shelley
or Shakespeare with a highly developed poetic
faculties. It may have a subtle spiritual beauty
or a great mantric power but the outer aesthetic
quality may not reach the levels of
Shakespeare.

Kalidas and Kabirdas are two interesting
examples. Kalidas is a vital man without much
of spiritual inspiration. But his literary creation
rises to the highest levels of aesthetic and
poetic beauty because he had a vital inspiration

with very well-developed poetic and aesthetic
faculties. On the other hand Kabirdas lived in
the highest spiritual consciousness undreamed
of by Kalidas. His dohas are made of simple
and rustic verses which in terms of poetic
beauty may not match the works of Kalidas.
But some of Kabir’s dohas, even in a
translation, creates a tumult in the depth of
your heart and a yearning for the Infinite, like
for example this one: “When I walk, Infinite
walks with me, within me, above me, around
me and beside me, like my bodyguard.”

Similarly a Yogi may have many higher
faculties of knowledge which an ordinary man
or non-yogi does not have. He may have the
higher cognitive abilities to know the deeper
truth of mind, life, matter, spirit through a
direct insight, inner vision or an identity with
the object of knowledge, which may include
scientific truth. As the Mother of Sri Aurobindo
Ashram explains:

“... the Yogi’s knowledge is direct and
immediate... he looks, has the vision of things
and this seeing is his knowledge”, or “He
knows by his capacity for containing or
dynamic identity with things persons or
forces”. But not everyone who calls himself
or regarded as a “Yogi” possesses this
knowledge. There are many types of yogis with
various levels of inner realisation. In general,
a Yogi who lives in the higher ranges of
consciousness beyond the rational mind has
potentially the capacity to know the deeper
truth of things, if he wants to. But he may not
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be interested in becoming an encyclopedia of
knowledge. He may know or want to know
only those things which are needed to execute
his spiritual mission or comes to him
spontaneously in the course of his spiritual
journey or he may have the intuitive knowledge
to answer the questions of spiritual seekers or
to help them resolve their inner difficulties or
guide them in their growth. A true yogi has no
desire for mental knowledge. He doesn’t have
the acquisitive curiosity of the ordinary
intellect seeking for a variety of information
or knowledge. So as the Mother elaborates
further on the knowledge of a Yogi.

Although it may be true in a general way
and in a certain sense that a Yogi can know all
things and can answer all questions from his
own field of vision and consciousness, yet it
does not follow that there are no questions
whatever of any kind to which he would not
or could not answer. A Yogi who has the direct
knowledge, the knowledge of the true truth of
things, would not care or perhaps would find
it difficult to answer questions that belong
entirely to the domain of human mental
constructions. It may be, he could not or would
not wish to solve problems and difficulties
you might put to him which touch only the
illusion of things and their appearances. The
working of his knowledge is not in the mind.
If you put him some silly mental query of that
character, he probably would not answer. The
very common conception that you can put any
ignorant question to him as to some super-
schoolmaster or demand from him any kind of
information past, present or future and that he
1s bound to answer, is a foolish idea. It is as
inept as the expectation from the spiritual man
of feats and miracles that would satisfy the
vulgar external mind and leave it gaping with
wonder. (CWM, Vol.3, Pg. 92-93)

For example, a yogi may have a deep
spiritual insight into the unified theory of

matter so much sought after in modern physics.
He can perhaps even see the truth of it with
his inner vision, as concretely as we see the
table in front of us with our physical eyes.
But he may not be interested in this kind of
knowledge and therefore may not talk or write
about it. He may not have the scientific or
mathematical equipment to express it in the
right scientific language which will bring him
the Nobel Prize.

If a scientist grappling with this problem
asks the yogi to help him to resolve the
problem he may throw some vague or luminous
hints but may not entirely reveal the secret.
He may think it was not his business, dharma,
to do so because it interferes with the natural
course of evolution or, dharma, of science or
the scientist, which is to arrive at the solution
through the process of rational and scientific
enquiry.

Swami Ramalingam was a great Yogi who
lived in a small village in an Indian state. He
writes in one of his poetic works that he saw
how atoms are formed in subtle space. A
modern scientist may spend his whole life to
discover it but for Ramalingam it may be
something insignificant which deserves only a
few minutes of passing inner glance. He moves
on to greater things. He describes briefly the
higher vital and mental world, many mansions
of the spiritual worlds and as he reaches the
summits of the creation he says that he saw
how all the billions of universes and the many
levels of creation are formed from a tiny
particle of energy dropping from the legs of
the Divine Dancer, Nataraja.

This is probably one of the reasons why in
ancient India, physical sciences never advanced
beyond a certain level. The best minds turned
to Yoga and sought the Infinite where are all
worlds appear like ephemeral bubbles in a little
corner of its timeless vastness. For them
spending one’s whole life in trying to find out
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what the atoms or molecules of matter are
made up of, might have appeared as a trivial
pursuit.

Mother said in one of the conversations,
while talking about people possessed by dark
forces - “But note, this happens to ambitious
people, above all to ambitious people who
want to have power, want to dominate others,
want to be great masters, great instructors,
want to perform miracles, have extraordinary
powers... it is to these that this happens most
often... those who have a kind of ambition,
here, turning in their mind. This is dangerous.
It is so good to be simple, simply good-willed,
to do the best one can, and in the best way
possible; not to build anything very
considerable but only to aspire for progress,
for light, a peace full of goodwill, and let That
which knows in the world decide for you what
you will become, and what you will have to

do. One no longer has any cares, and one is
perfectly happy!” (The Mother, CWM, Vol.6,
Pg.248)

This brings us to an important factor of the
spiritual quest. The aim of spiritual life is to
realise our true self or Divinity within and
creativity or greatness are not part of this
spiritual aim but a secondary result. Spiritual
development may lead to creativity or
greatness when it expresses itself in the outer
life. But to be creative or great is not the aim
of spiritual life. In fact this desire for personal
greatness is a vital ambition which is a great
obstacle to spiritual growth and sometimes may
lead the seeker astray into the hands of dark,
asuric forces, which may make use of this
ambition to drive and possess the seeker. On
the other hand a simple, humble and sincere
mind and heart, free from personal ambition
is a great force for inner progress.
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“Whispers of Santiniketan”

Sahan Das.

P87 37 387 £97 887 397 197 8373

In the sonajhuri village of Santiniketan,
nestled amidst the rolling hills of West
Bengal, there lived a young man named
Arjun. At twenty years old, Arjun was on the
cusp of adulthood, yet his heart bore the
weight of an unanswerable question that had
haunted him since childhood: Who was he,
truly, beneath the masks he wore for the
world?

Santiniketan was a place where tradition
and modernity intermingled, and Arjun’s
family, like many others in the village, clung
to the customs of their ancestors while
embracing the opportunities of the changing
world. His father, Ramesh, was a revered
elder, known for his captivating storytelling
skills, while his mother, Meera, was
celebrated for her intricate embroidery work.
But a yearning for something more profound
than the daily grind gnawed at their souls.

One evening, as the crimson sun dipped
below the horizon, casting an ethereal glow
over Santiniketan, Arjun returned home from
university to discover his parents engaged in
an unusual and animated discussion. Such
conversations were a rarity, as they usually
reserved their dreams for their hearts.

“Arjun,” his father began, his voice filled
with determination, “your mother and I have
been contemplating our own unfulfilled
dreams. Just as you pursue literature with
fervor, I have a tale to tell, and your mother
has a passion for fashion. We wish to follow
our hearts.”

With a smile, Meera added, “Your father’s
gift for storytelling and my love for textiles
could breathe life into new dreams.”

With a shared conviction, Ramesh
disclosed that he had secretly penned a novel
for years, inspired by Santiniketan’s rich
folklore. Meera had honed her fashion design
skills in silence. They decided to close their
pottery and embroidery businesses to embark
on this new chapter of their lives.

Arjun was taken aback by his parents’
audacious resolve. Their pursuit of genuine
passion resonated with his own quest for self-
identity through literature. Their leap of faith
broadened Arjun’s horizons, revealing
boundless possibilities.

As Arjun continued his literature studies,
his parents dived into their newfound
vocations. Ramesh’s novel, which drew from
Santiniketan’s tales and traditions, began to
take shape. Meera, with her keen sense of
style, opened a boutique showcasing her

fusion of traditional Indian fabrics and
modern aesthetics.
Arjun found himself drawn into his

family’s creative journey, weaving elements
of their experiences and newfound identities
into his writing. His stories evolved into a
vivid tapestry, interweaving the village’s
customs, his family’s aspirations, and his
quest for self-discovery.

Years passed, and Santiniketan bore
witness to a profound metamorphosis.
Ramesh’s novel became a bestseller,
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capturing the essence of their culture and the
universal theme of identity. Meera’s boutique
transformed into a hub for fashion
enthusiasts, offering a unique blend of
tradition and innovation.

Arjun’s stories, enriched by his family’s
experiences and wisdom, gained international
acclaim. His words resonated with readers
from diverse backgrounds, reminding them of
their shared human journey in search of
identity.

But Santiniketan’s transformation didn’t
stop there. As the village embraced its
newfound fame, it attracted new characters
into its fold. Among them was Professor
Sanjay, an  archaeologist drawn to
Santiniketan by its rich history. He unearthed
ancient artifacts that shed light on the
village’s past, captivating the world with tales
of dynasties that once ruled these hills.

Then there was Maya, a talented musician
who had traveled the world but found solace
in the serene landscapes of Santiniketan. Her
haunting melodies, inspired by the village’s
natural beauty, drew artists and dreamers
from far and wide.

The most enigmatic newcomer was
Vikram, a scientist who established a research
center in Santiniketan to study the unique
flora and fauna of the region. His work led to
the discovery of a rare and mysterious flower
known as the “Santiniketan Sapphire,” said to
bloom only once in a generation, with petals
that held the secrets to unlocking the human
mind’s potential.

These characters, each with their own
dreams and aspirations, became integral to
Santiniketan’s evolving narrative. Their
interactions, relationships, and shared pursuit
of excellence wove a tapestry of intrigue and
wonder that captivated the world.

But amid  this  prosperity and
transformation, a shadow loomed on the
horizon. A series of mysterious events began
to unfold in Santiniketan. Ancient relics
vanished, Maya’s haunting melodies took on
an eerie quality, and the Santiniketan
Sapphire was rumored to possess mystical
powers.

Arjun, fueled by his insatiable curiosity
and a desire to protect his village’s heritage,
found himself embroiled in a thrilling
mystery that stretched back centuries. As he
delved deeper into the enigma, he unearthed
secrets buried beneath the layers of time,
secrets that challenged everything he knew
about Santiniketan and his own identity.

The tale of Santiniketan became a
complex narrative of passion, mystery, and
self-discovery, a testament to the enduring
power of following one’s true calling, the
importance of supporting each other’s
dreams, and the profound connection between
literature, art, and the human soul.

And as the world watched in rapt
attention, Santiniketan transformed not only
into a beacon of inspiration but also into a
living testament to the indomitable spirit of
its people, who dared to chase their dreams,
no matter how elusive they may seem.

Amid the burgeoning excitement and
intrigue, relationships flourished in the
village. Arjun found a kindred spirit in Maya,
the gifted musician, and their bond deepened
as they collaborated on projects that merged
literature and music. Meanwhile, Professor
Sanjay’s archaeological discoveries continued
to unearth hidden facets of Santiniketan’s
history, shedding light on the enigmatic past
of the region.

Vikram, the scientist, discovered that the
Santiniketan Sapphire, with its mesmerizing
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petals, had unique properties. It was believed
to enhance cognitive abilities and unlock
hidden potential within the human mind. This
revelation sparked a fervor among scientists
and researchers worldwide, leading to
Santiniketan becoming a hub of intellectual
discourse and innovation.

As Santiniketan’s fame grew, the village’s
landscape transformed. Modern amenities and
infrastructure emerged, juxtaposed with the
timeless beauty of the hills. Tourism
flourished, bringing visitors from across the
globe, eager to experience the enchantment of
Santiniketan and perhaps catch a glimpse of
the elusive Santiniketan Sapphire in bloom.

Santiniketan’s festivals and cultural events
became renowned spectacles, drawing artists,
performers, and scholars from far and wide.

The village’s annual storytelling festival,
inspired by Ramesh’s tales, attracted
storytellers from every corner of India,
celebrating the power of narratives to connect
people.

The Santiniketan Symphony, a
collaboration between Maya and a renowned
composer, showcased the village’s natural
beauty and its resonance in the world of
music. The captivating melodies echoed
through the hills, leaving a lasting impression
on all who heard them.

But amidst the grandeur and acclaim, a
sense of foreboding lingered. The mysterious
occurrences in  Santiniketan  continued,

deepening the enigma. Ancient manuscripts
containing cryptic symbols were discovered,
hinting at
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MAGIC AND RELIGION
[ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGION]

Soumi Mondal

2 82 397 397 8

Most cultures of the world have religious
beliefs that Supernatural Powers can be
compelled, or at least influenced, to act in
certain ways for good or evail purpose by
using ritual formulas. This formulas are in a
sense, magic. By performing certain magical
acts in a particular way, crops might be
improved, game herds replenished illness
cured or avoided, animals and peoples made
fertile. This is very different from television
and stage “magic” that depends on slight of
hand tricks and castrired illusions rather than
supernatural power.

For those who believes that magic is an
effective method for causing supernatural
actions, there are two major ways in which
this commonly believed to occur sympathy
and contagion. Sympathetic magic is based on
a principle that “like produce like”. For
instance, whatever happens to an image of
someone will also happen to them. This is the
basis use of voodoodolls in the folk tradition
of Haiti. If someone sticks a pin into the
stomach of the doll, the person of whom it is
a likeness will be expected to experience a
simultaneous pain in his on her stomach.
Sympathetic magic is also referred to as
imitative magic. Contagious magic is based
on the princple that thing or person once in
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contact an afterward influence each other. In
other words, it is be believed that there is a
permanent relationship between an individual
any part of his or her body. As a consequence,
believes most take special precautions with
their hair, fingernails, teeeth, clothes and
faces. If anyone obtained these objects, magic
could be performed on them which would
cause the person they came from to be
affected.

In a belief system that uses magic as the
most logic explanation for illness, accidents
and other unexpected occurance, there is no
rom for natural causes and chance. Witchcraft
provides the explanation—it can be cause for
most effects. since it can be practiced in
secrect, the existance of witchcraft can not be
easily refuted with arguments. Magic
practiced in secrect by someone who wants to
harm you is the answer. The only responsable
questions are who performed the magic and
why? The answer of these questions come
through divination which is a magical
procedure by which the cause of a particular
event or the future is determined.

In societies in which magic and witchcraft
are accepted as realities, mental illness is
usually explained supernatural beings and
force.



Animals In Mythology

Sayan Mukherjee

2382 897 397

Animals are an important part of mythology.
Since the beginning of human history, people
have lived in close contact with animals
usually as hunters and farmers and have
developed myths and legends. All kinds of
creatures from fierce to timid ones are an
important part of mythology. Almost every
mythology contain descriptions of animals
who are either incarnations of the gods, a
form that the gods took for some time or in
possession of supreme divine powers. They
are mostly legendary, mythological and
supernatural creatures also called a fabulous
creature or a fabulous beast. They are
generally hybrid, sometimes part human
whose existence has not or cannot be proved
and that is described in folklore but also in
historical accounts before history became a
science. A myth can give special meaning or
extraordinary qualities to common animals
such as fish and bear. However other
creatures found in myths such as many
headed monsters, dragons and unicorns never
existed in the real world. Animals are also
sometimes portrayed as forms of the gods or
representation of natural phenomenon.
Sometimes their purpose is to protect the
world and bring peace and prosperity and end
disasters and sometimes their purpose is to
bring absolute destruction to this beautiful
world

The first and foremost animals we find in
Indian mythology are the animal incarnations
of Lord Vishnu. In his first incarnation,
Vishnu takes the form of a fish to protect

Vaivasvata Manu ( the human) from a great
flood and grant him knowledge to restart life
on earth. It represent great rainfall and
devastating floods were very common for
young earth and land developed gradually
after ocean and that earth’s crust was uneven
allowing land and ocean to coexist with a
very unstable weather. His second avatar was
the Kurma. During samudra manthan (ocean
stirring) Lord Vishnu took the Kurma form
and supported mount mandara on his shell so
that the samudra manthan can proceed
smoothly and uninterrupted. His third
incarnation was the boar incarnation when an
evil demon called Hiranyaksha gained near
invincibility from the boon of Brahma and hid
the earth beneath the cosmic oceans. All life
on earth was about to be obliterated. At this
point Lord Vishnu took the form of a boar and
not only pulled the earth out of the ocean but
also obliterated the evil demon Hiranyaksha.
The fourth animal avatar of Lord Vishnu is
lord Narsimha or man-lion. To slay the evil
demon  Hiranyakashypu (brother  of
Hiranyaksha) and protect his devotee Prahlad
and the rest of the world Lord Vishnu took
the Narsimha avatars. Since no man or beast
or god or demon can kill him, the Lord took
a form which was neither god, nor beast , man
or demon. Here a grand depiction of
vertebrate evolution from fish to mammal is
demonstrated.

Shiva , the god of destruction has also
been known to take animal forms. His most
weird and mythical animal form is the form of
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Sharabha- a part lion and part bird beast
which is stronger than a lion or elephant in
order to pacify the anger of lord Narsimha (
Vishnu’s incarnation) after killing
HiranyaKashypu. Narsimha then transformed
into a two headed bird called Gandaberunda
or Berunda (also an avatar of Vishnu) with
immense magical strength to fight back.

Shiva also took the form of a bull when
trying to evade the Pandavas when they were
seeking his grace to redeem themselves after
kurukshetra war. The bull form of Shiva was
found in Kedarnath in Himalayas where
Bhima (the second pandav Brother) caught
Shiva.

Other references of various animals can
also be found in our Indian mythology,
several animals are represented as vehicles of
gods and goddesses who are also worshipped
with them. The vehicle of lord Indra —the king
of gods is the elephant Airavat. The vehicle of
Shiva and Brahma are the ox and the goose
respectively. The vehicles of goddess
Lakshmi and Saraswati are owl and swan
respectively. On the other hand Ganesh
mounts on rat while Kartik mounts. Yama
rides on buffalo. Devi Durga mounts on lion
who also fights with her and helps her in
killing the demon Mabhishasura. Even there is
no dearth of magical mysterious animals in
Indian mythology. Lord Vishnu takes rest on
snake-bed called Sheshanaga ( a thousand
hooded snake) and uses mythical Garuda bird
as his vehicle who is also worshipped.
Hanuman ( the great ape god) is a great
devotee of Ram (incarnation of lord Vishnu).
The ape god is also known as Bajrangbali and
worshipped as trouble solver. The Royal
Bengal tiger is worshipped as Dakshin Ray by
the local residence of Sundarban of West
Bengal in India

Animals also feature prominently in
Egyptian Mythology. The egyptian gods and
goddesses often demonstrate some animalistic
traits and animal like appearances. The
principal god of this panthenon, the sun god
Amun Ra and the king of gods Horus are
often depicted with falcon-like features. The
god Thoth has often been portrayed with the
head of a ibis or baboon. The goddess
Sekhmet on the other hand has the
characteristics of both the lion and the cow.
When earth became filled with sinners Ra
sent down Sekhmet the lion goddess to punish
the sinners. However she went out of control
and indulged in a bloodbath. In order to stop
her, Ra adviced humans to trick Sekhmet and
made her drunk . When she fell asleep Ra
transformed her into the cow goddess Hathor
and recalled her to heaven. Anubis the god of
mummification and the afterlife is typically
portrayed as possesing the head of a Jackal.
The goddess Bast or Bastet is also typically
depicted as a woman with the head of a cat.
In this context it can be well affirmed that
egyptian mythologyis well connected with
greek mythology; When the monster typhon
of greek mythology invaded Mount Olympus
— the abode of greek gods, they became afraid
and fled to egypt and adapted various animal
forms as disguise. Zeus took the form of a
ram, Hera became a cow, Aphrodite appeared
as a fish and Apollo metamorphed into crow.

Greek  mythology also  showcased
numerous animals in them. Among them the
most famous is Cerberous- the nine headed
dog who guards the door of the underworld.
Another famous animal is Ladon the thousand
headed dragon which guards the tree of the
golden apples. Also famous is the legendary
snake Python. It followed Leto throughout
earth on the order of Hera (Zeus’s wife) to
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devour Leto’s children. At the end it was slain
by Apollo- the god of sun who invented the
pythian games to honour the serpent. This is
simillar to Apophis the catastrophic snake in
egyptian mythology who constantly try to
devour Amun Ra (the sun god) during his
journey. A notable animal in this case is the
magical flying winged horse Pegasus which
helped the demigod Bellaraphon to slay
Chimera- a fierce creature with three heads- a
lion head, agoat head and a dragon head. The
front of the chimera’s body was lion and form
the middle part a goat with a snake head for
a tail. The mythical creatures Cerynlian Hind
(which despite being a hind had male like
antlers of gold and hooves of bronze) and the
erymanthian boar were the third and fourth
labour of Heracles (the greek god).

Thus it shows that man from time

immemorial was interested in hybridization.
In his imagination he mixed up two animals
of different species to evolve an entirely new
animal with new features. This is reflected in
today’s science where he is actually able to
hybridize two animals of different species and
produce a Tigon- a hybrid of tiger and lion.
We also get Pomato — a hybrid of potato and
tomato in the plant case which lasts longer
than real tomatoes. We also improved our
food quality commercially by hybridizing
different varieties of cow to yield more milk,
different varieties of chicken- to get more
eggs and meat, different varieties of Paddy- to
get insect resistant more harvest, different
varieties of fruits to get seedless, more tasty
and high yielding fruits and so on.
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The Child of Colour

Utsab Sinha

“Light is the shadow of God.”

—Plato
It was an ordinary evening. I, a migratory
bird, am living in this area for the last two
years and a few months. Like the other usual
evenings, [ was going to buy some food along
that road; that road where laid that left turn
and then gradually came that mobile recharge
centre, that grocery store and that medical
store on my right hand; and then came
another left turn.

I was busy pushing the pedals of my
bicycle. I pushed one downward and the other
came upward automatically and this was
repeated in the other side as well, and I went
on. I was moving forward, feeling life, as it
were, for the present — but that present was
merging into that endless past every moment;
that past where there were only memories and
inspirations. I heard the blow of a horn. I
made room for the vehicle behind to take me
over and move to the left. Then I heard the
ringing sounds of the bells of a temple. The
Lord was being worshipped, life was being
worshipped, Mankind was being worshipped;
maybe nothing was being worshipped.

The priest was making some gestures of
“Aarti”. Some local women were sitting in
front of the Deity. This particular temple
marked the second left turn of my usual road.
But, the ringing of those holy bells was not
heard by my ears on a regular basis. I was late
that evening. My ears were somehow happy
to listen to that, and my visual organs were

also probably happy to see that usually numb
temple becoming alive that evening.

Then my eyes saw something, something
that overcame those “Dada, ponchas taka
easy, Voda”or the sights of dumb people
gathering inside that medical store separated
by a glass-door or the regular uncertain
pedestrians. To me, that was a world — a
separated world. But, here I saw an
illuminating door — the sign of some kind of
eternity that rejuvenated my eyes, my heart; [
smiled.

There was a man standing by the side of
my usual road. He was also somehow
connected to that temple of God, maybe — I
guess. He made a “Pronam” by using his
hands, actually by one hand only; or rather it
would be perfect to say, only the index finger
which touched his forehead, and then chest,
and this process was repeated twice again
which was a very common act of those
“Dharmabhiru” class of people who doesn’t
even spare one single occasion of facing a
god — that maybe a broken calendar with His
image hanging from a tree, or a vermillioned
stone trying to lift its head up into this mortal
world from the immortal earth, or just a tree
with some red and yellow threads twisted
around it, or hearing the sound of “Dhong-
Dhong Ghanti” from an invisible temple and
making a mechanical “Bhaktibhore Pronam”
act as soon as possible.

But it was quite different there, just beside
that particular man beside my usual path,
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there was a child. He wore a half-shirt and a
half-pant and slippers in his feet. He was a
very real child, but, lights and shadows were
playing on his face, a very natural smile with
the eyes. Those eyes and those little fingers
were so charming that it’s too hard to explain
the divineness of their grace when they
became together along with his face; and
those eyes blinked a little. Reality met
divineness there. Probably he belongs to some
other world, I suppose!

He was not a professional artist. He
couldn’t make that particular act of
“Pronam” like his elder counterpart.
Somehow he joined his two palms together
and rubbed those soft palms against his face
as if he was colouring himself on the holy
occasion of “Dolyatra”. Maybe there was
some “Dolyatra” being celebrated inside that
was invisible to my bare eyes. What can I see
either?

He was staining himself with the
everlasting colours of the universe that never
fade away. He was rejoicing — someone else
was rejoicing; playing on this mortal earth.
That child, I can’t remember, whether that
was really that child or not, or was someone

else. He was not a saint for sure, but I may be
wrong. That was probably the true definition
of Beauty. Someone hurt me; someone hurt
my soul, my inner cry.

There were celebrations, there were
worships. I am a poor creature in this mortal
land. What feelings do I have? I just have the
feelings of past, present and future, a good
job, a six-digit salary. I have the feelings of a
piece of bread, to face future, to eye reality
vis-a-vis. Maybe I am nothing other than
those kinds of dumb people inside that
separated world of the medical shop.

But, separation and unity lies together.
That day I faced a conflict — a conflict
between mortality and immortality, between
separation and unity, between light and
shadow. I had a unity with someone; with
someone else, like that child of colour, I
remember. I still consider myself not childish
enough to understand that Beauty. Most
probably, the child was someone like that
child inside the garden of the selfish giant.
My bare eyes were not enough to feel him.
Actually, that time, no ‘nothing’ was there,
‘everything’ was being worshipped.
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“THE MONTH”

There was a moment of chaos and confusion
when a boy named Rahul, young, bit fair
complexion with an average Indian height and
bright eye filled with determination and
aspiration , failed in his last attempt of NDA
(National Defense Academy) SSB interview.
He was constantly thinking of his future he
was also enrolled in BSC Computer Science,
but that was not his priority as he has always
dreamt of going to NDA and he was also
successful in clearing the first part of exam
that is of written exam thrice but every time
he failed in clearing the SSB interview which
is followed by written exam. While he was
figuring about his next expedition toward life,
a moment happened in his college office,
which he will be remembering and cherishing
throughout his life. He met a girl named
Sandhya, an average height girl with large
and beautiful eye , and with her reddish-pink
lips she was as per Barbie doll, who was in
the same department and more fortunately in
the same semester as Rahul, they were in 3rd
semester . Also on that day, Rahul helped her
in doing xerox of her required documents, so
from that moment they started talking to each
other, obviously on WhatsApp unlike through
letter exchange which earlier used to be a
mode of communication for many people.
As time passes, they proposed to each
other on WhatsApp itself, though Rahul
proposed first, but her acceptance make his
life first and might be last proposal
successful. There was a preparation going on
for farewell and teacher day celebration at
their department and Sandhya was one of the
dance participants of that programme, on last
day of her rehearsal which was on 4th sep

2022, Friday, they mutually decided to go for
their first date and yes it was none other than
Princep Ghat of Kolkata . Everything was
going average and ok but while returning
home, when Rahul tried to hold her hand in
his while walking , the feeling of softness,
tenderness and warmth of her hand, was like
cherry on the cake for him. Later both of
them enjoyed this short span of heavenly
pleasure while holding each other hand,
talking whatever coming to them ind and
walking carelessly, unknown of coming
circumstances and consequence in their life.

The major breakthrough in their
relationship was the teacher day celebration
of their department, where a climax was,
when Rahul picked a chit which was a dare
“To propose someone” and he called
Sandhya, who was looking very beautiful in
Blue saree, on the stage, this called has
actually baffled everyone present in that
function.He then proposed her and also dance
with her as seniors has asked them to do but
as expected Rahul was looking like joker
while dancing with her she was a pro dancer.

Now at this moment Rahul was really
enjoying his life as he used to chat with her
at night, also when classes used to get over
very early he and sandhya used to go out and
enjoy the places like library, Indian coffee
house and etc. Also at classroom everybody
was giving him special attention but god
knows for how long Rahul will really enjoy
this so called special attention from other. As
Rahul’s mother comes to know of their
relationship. With time Rahul have once tried
to break-up but unable to as might his
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emotion toward her was stronger. But when
everyone from our semester decided to have
Pandal Hopping on panchami of Durga Puja,
he was unable to give his word about his
presence as he might not be allowed to go and
it happened exactly the same.

Rahul was knowing the address of
Sandhya’s home as she has once showed and
introduced him with her parent, and asked
him to visit next time also. But she was not
aware that Rahul will be there on the night of
Chathurthi to have a last heart to heart talk
physically. Rahul like to write letters for her
and he has written to her earlier also , but this
letter was the last one to her from his side, as
after this they might not talk to have a candid
conversation .When Rahul reached at her
place, she was having performance on
“Rangabati” song .Rahul really liked a lot
also thought how happy she was but what
will happened if he would delivered his last
letter for separation to her.It was very random
but yes she has asked him “ki hoyeche bol
ammake?”, what happen to you tell me. Rahul
was not able to make her understand what is
the reason for this action of his to break-up
this relationship, which have not yet
celebrated its even one month anniversery.

Amidst the chaos and confusion, Rahul, a
young and fair-complexioned boy with bright,
determined eyes, faced disappointment in his
last attempt at the NDA SSB interview. His
dreams of joining the NDA seemed distant,
although he was pursuing a BSC in Computer
Science. But fate had a different plan for him.
In his college office, Rahul’s life took a
romantic turn when he met Sandhya. She was
an average-height girl with mesmerizing eyes
and lips like a Barbie doll. They were both in
the same department and semester, the 3rd
semester to be exact. Their interaction began
when Rahul helped her with photocopying
documents, and from that moment, their

conversations blossomed on WhatsApp, a
modern twist to classic communication. Time
passed, and through WhatsApp, they
exchanged proposals, with Rahul’s proposal
marking a significant milestone in his life.
Their first date at Princep Ghat in Kolkata
was a memorable experience, but it was the
simple act of holding Sandhya’s hand that
brought warmth to  Rahul’s  heart.
Their relationship thrived, especially during
the teacher’s day celebration, where Rahul
proposed to Sandhya in front of everyone.
They danced together, despite Rahul’s lack of
dancing skills, and it was a moment of pure
joy. Life was a blissful journey for Rahul as
he spent time with Sandhya, chatting at night,
exploring places like the library and Indian
coffee house, and reveling in the special
attention he received from classmates.
However, when his mother discovered their
relationship, challenges arose. Though Rahul
once contemplated a breakup, his emotions
for Sandhya remained strong. Their love
faced a test when Rahul couldn’t join his
classmates for Pandal Hopping during Durga
Puja. But he knew Sandhya’s address and
decided to have a heart-to-heart talk on
Chathurthi night. Rahul, who loved writing
letters, penned his final one, signifying the
impending separation. As he watched
Sandhya perform to the song “Rangabati” at
her home, he struggled to convey his reasons
for the breakup, even though their
relationship hadn’t reached its one-month
anniversary. Their love story, filled with
twists and turns, was a testament to the power
of unexpected connections and the depth of
emotions shared between two people
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Scheme Name Catagory Inception date | Returns since
inception

Aditya Birla Large & Mid Cap Fund Feb 24, 1995 16.56%

Sun Life Equity

Advantage Fund

Franklin India Large Cap Fund Dec 1, 1993 18.96%

Bluechip Fund

Franklin India Flexi Flexi Cup Fund Sept 29, 1994 17.43%

Cup Fund

Franklin India

Prima Fund Mid Cap Fund Dec 1, 1993 18.75%

HDFC Flexi Cap Fund Flexi Cup Fund January 1, 1995 18.22%

HDEF Tax Sever Fund ELSS Fund Mar 31, 1996 22.91%

HEFC Top 100 Fund Large Cap Fund September 3, 1996 18.53%

JM Value Fund Falue Fund June 2, 1997 15.78%

Nippon India

Growth Fund Mid Cap Fund Oct 8, 1995 21.48%

Nippon India

Vision Large & Mid Cap Fund Oct 8, 1995 17.42%
Reference:

1. www.banglarojgar.com
2. The Economic Times
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