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Dowry System in India
Debasmita Bhattacharya

(Sem 5, English Dept.)

Marriage is an integral part of society, a
source of joy and festivities as well as of new
beginnings. Yet, one of the longest standing
evils associated with marriage from a woman's
point of view in the Indian society is the Dowry
system. The root of a host of social atrocities
against women, the custom of presenting dowry
is the crudest expression of the male-dominance
in the society.

Although the origin of the custom lies with
parents -trying to assure financial stability for
their daughters, in current perspective it has
translated into parents paying up for the
assurance of well-being of their daughters. In a
more subtle perspective, one may define this
custom as the unquestioned idea that the girl's
family is inferior in standing with the boy's
family, no matter what her qualities are. Thus
they need to be on their best behaviour and offer
lavish "gifts" to please the boy's family.

This exploitative system that has turned the
custom of giving gifts and well wishes into a
compulsory demand for money, respect and
subjugation, is the one of the major contributing
factors hindering the growth of the Indian
society where being a woman is still viewed
synonymous to being a burden.

Causes of Dowry System

1. Greed Factor : dowry demands often is
exemplary of the collective greed of the society.
Extortion in the name of social standing,
compensation for the cost of groom's education,
his financial stability is a key feature of Indian
marriages. Demands are put forward

shamelessly and are expected to be met with
silence.

2. Society Structure : the dowry system is
largely the manifestation of the patriarchal
nature of the Indian society where men are
considered superior to women in aspects of
physical and mental capabilities. With the
backdrop of such societal structure, women are
often considered second-tier citizens, fit to
assume only domesticated roles. Such
perceptions are often associated of them being
treated as a burden in economic terms first by
the father and then by the husband. This feeling
is further compounded by the dowry system
which fuels the belief that girl child is a potential
cause of drain of family finances.

3. Social Constraints : Aside from similar
religious backgrounds, further constrains are
imposed based on cast system and social status.
Practices like caste endogamy and clan
exogamy, has to be kept in mind while arranging
a match. Preferred matches have to belong to
the same caste, different clan and same or higher
social standings. These limitations again
severely deplete the pool of marriageable men
leading to similar consequences for demanding
dowry.

4. Social Status of Women : the inferior
social standing of women in Indian society is
so deep-rooted in the psyche of the nation, that
this treatment of them as mere commodities is
accepted without question, not only by the
family but by the women themselves. When
marriage is viewed as the ultimate achievement



for women, evil practices like dowry- takes its
roots deeper in the society.

5. Illiteracy : lack of formal education is
another cause for the prevalence of the dowry
system. A large number of women are
deliberately kept from schools either due to
certain superstitions or from the belief that
educating girls will take away from their
eligibility as good wives.

Effects of Dowry System

® Injustice towards girls

Dowry bears a huge financial obligation for
the bride’s family. As a consequence, a girl child
is viewed a possible source of drain on the
family’s finances, ultimately an onus. This view
evolves into gigantic proportions taking the
shape of infanticides and feticides of girl child.
Girls are often marginalized in the areas of
education where boys of the family are given
preference. They are thrust towards domestic
chores from a very early age. A host of
restrictions are imposed on them in the name
of family honour and they are made to stay
indoors.

® Violence against women

Contrary to hopeful parents, dowry is often
not a one-time pay up. Demands are
continuously made by the husband’s family who
consider the girl’s family as a never-ending
source of finance. Inability by the girl’s family
often leads to verbal abuse, domestic violence
and even deaths. Brides being burned by the
in-laws are hardly a novelty in this country.
Continuous physical and mental torture
instigates women to go into depression and
commit suicide. 2016 figures indicate that in
India, 20 women die every day due to dowry
related issues.
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® Gender inequality

The idea of paying dowry in order to get a
girl married generates an increased sense of
inequality among the genders, placing men
superior to women. Young girls are kept from
schools while their brothers are given access
to education. They are regarded incompetent
for roles other than housework and are often
discouraged from taking up jobs. Their opinions
are suppressed, not valued or ignored more
often than not. Physical and behavioural
restrictions are imposed on girls that are
completely natural for boys.

® Loss of self-esteem in women

In a country which has experienced centuries
of inferior attitude towards women, it is very
hard to maintain a high level of self-regard if
you are a woman. Naturally, women themselves
are bound in the shackles of an idea that they
are incapable of any contributions to the society.
Their sense of self-worth hits rock bottom and
they are increasingly subjugated to injustice.

Solutions to Dowry System

® Law

Several laws have been enacted to prohibit
the practice of dowry and the injustice against
women stemming from it. The Dowry
Prohibition Act was passed on 20th May, 1961
with an aim to eradicate the evil practice from
the society. The act declares not only the
practice of accepting dowry unlawful, but also
penalizes giving of the same. It includes
property, valuable security like cash and
jewellery exchanging hand during the
marriage. Making demands of dowry is
punishable by a minimum imprisonment of 5
years and a minimum fine of 15,000 rupees.



@ Enforcement

It is never enough to just introduce acts and
amend sections to fight against a social evil.
This requires strict and ruthless enforcement
of such laws. That aspect still leaves a lot to be
desired. Although such allegations are taken
very seriously by the authorities, lack of proper
investigative procedures often leads to the
accused going free. The government needs to
ensure a zero-tolerance policy for such
offenders and ensure enforcement of the law
through systemic changes.

® Education and self-dependence of
women

Education is not just required to find your
vocation in life, it is essential to.gain eyes and

cars to a world beyond the one you can
immediately see. It is important or all of us to
emphasize on educating the girls in order to
fight widespread social evils like dowry.
Knowledge of their rights will enable them to
speak up against practice of dowry and
ongoing marginalization. They will also be
able to strive for self-dependence and not
view marriage as their only salvation.

The practice of dowry is not only illegal but
also unethical. Therefore, the conscience of
society needs to be fully awakened to the evils
of the dowry system so that the demand for
dowry itself should lead to ‘loss of face’ in
society for those who demand it.
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What is Literature
Dr. Subashis Chattopadhyay

(Assist. Prof. Eng.)
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While philosophers fight against each other
for the defence of their conclusions about life;
while political scientists keep squabbling about
which system of governance is best for a nation
and while historians’ decisions can provoke
riots, literature, to quote the poet W.H. Auden,
“makes nothing happen”:

For poetry makes nothing happen: it survives
In the valley of its making where executives
Would never want to tamper...

(In Memory of W. B. Yeats, W.H. Auden)

This is not entirely true. Literature allows
children to remain children for ever, as in Peter
Pan by J.M. Barrie, and can make Harry Potter
fly on broomsticks. While scientists are certain
about their discoveries; writers, poets,
dramatists and literary critics only make truth-
claims. They tell the truth, but tell it slant since
any direct revelation would frighten both us and
whatever we claim as the truth :

Tell all the truth but tell it slant...
The truth must dazzle gradually
Or every man be blind.
(Tell All the Truth..., Emily Dickinson)

Literature while making nothing happen in
the sense that economists influence monetary
policies and thereby break or make nations;
literature forces us to rethink who we are. It
compels us to come to terms with the fact that
we are fundamentally lonely people seeking
acceptance from others — we unlike Al, are
beings who seek to come to terms with our
brokenness and abjection. Further,literature
helps us to break the chains of rationality and
logic which repress us. We are not inert beings
that we have to react to everything done to us.
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We do not come under the ambit of any of
Newton’s laws of inertia and motion.We can
choose to not react to something done against
us. This is the power of being human and our
humanity is defined by literature. William
Blake’s painting, Newton, shows Newton as a
heartless person lost within a sea of unending
equations leading to inner emptiness and a sense
of loss. Blaise Pascal after abandoning his
empirical pursuits wrote: “The heart has its
reasons which reason knows nothing of.”
Literature celebrates the glories of the human
heart.We are human when we can experience
the long loneliness within each of us as Dorothy
Day shows in her book, The Long Loneliness.
Literature taps into this unending loneliness
which defines humanity and tells us that others
before us were lonely too. They were so lonely
that they wrote books hoping that someday in
the future, after hundreds of years, someone yet
unborn will understand them. Thus, were
created classics. Literature is the howl of all
humanity expressing our agony at finding out
that we are all burnt-out cases:

I saw the best minds of my generation
destroyed by madness, starving hysterical
...burning for the ancient heavenly connection
to the starry dynamo in the machinery of
night... (The Howl, Allen Ginsberg)

This one theme, the theme of being mad with
loneliness and ‘burning’ with the need to
connect to others echoes in The Heart is a
Lonely Hunter by Carson McCullers, The
Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner by
Allan Sillitoe and earlier than both McCullers’s
novel and Sillitoe’s story, in the novella, Miss
Lonelyhearts by Nathanael West. Graham



Greene’s A Burnt-Out Case is another moving
tale of giving up in our indifferent and cooling
world. If someone claims to be not lonely, to
not have ever burnt out and never to have been
slightly mad, then that person needs the healing
touch of literature all the more. There is
something immatureabout such a person. S/he
has not grown up. In A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, we have these lines by Shakespeare :

The lunatic, the lover and the poet
Are of imagination all compact.

Machines learn through machine-learning
and algorithms do not make good human
beings. Scrum processes have something
inhuman within them. Literature therefore
deplores perfection and routines as other
shrewd ways to escape facing life head on.
Insanity and madness are entirely different from
each other. We invented social media to escape
this loneliness, but social media has increased
our anxiety due to peer pressure and literature
is the only remedy against this onslaught of
information and friendship overload. Reading
literature calms us.

Literature is more powerful than any history
ever written because it allows us to enter
someone else’s mind, sane or insane—a
wilderness indeed. The truth-claims of
Siddhartha by the Nobel-winning Herman
Hesse gives us a richer insight into the inner
life of someone in search of himself than any
extant Buddhist text. While we might read
heavy tomes on the Roman Catholic Inquisition
and study European historians for knowing the
Middles Ages, Umberto Eco in his thriller, The
Name of the Rose, shows us within a tensed
plot the cruelties of the Inquisition and the day-
to-day life of Europeans in the Middle Ages.
We can sit the whole day reading archived
papers detailing the Salem Witch Trials and
write seriously about mass hysteria, but only
when we read and watch Arthur Miller’s The

Crucible, that we understand what really
happened in America’s first colonies. The
destructive power of colonisation cannot be
understood through statistics: but if one reads
Blood Meridian, Or, The Evening Redness in
the West by Cormac McCarthy, we will get to
know how the white man scalped Native
American babies while imposing their total
control over hitherto unconquered America. No
subaltern scholar can show the plight of the
downtrodden as U. R. Ananthamurthy did in
his novel, Samskara.

Literature sometimes has a moral content.
For instance, a child is taught that while the
stars keep on twinkling in the sky, she may not
ever get to reach them. In other words, we are
taught to come to terms with the fact that as
adults we have to be prepared for not getting
everything we want in our lives. We are taught
that the stars will twinkle up in the high heavens
and no matter what our personal tragedies, life
will go on :

Why do the stars glow above
Don’t they know it’s the end of the world
It ended when I lost your love

I wake up in the mornin’ and I wonder
Why everythings the same as it was
I can’t understand, no
I can’t understand...

(Why Does the Sun Keep on Shining, popularised
by Skeeter Davis, originally by Sylvia Dee and
Arthur Kent)

Or,

As William Bourdillon wrote :

The mind has a thousand eyes,
And the heart but one;
Yet the light of a whole life dies
When love is done.

A life in letters is defined by training
ourselves to feel the entire gamut of emotions.

13



Only when we can love and lose others, we will
not sneer at either Skeeter Davies or William
Bourdillon. Only when we experience a feeling
of not having a soul, that we can begin to
understand, say, Manju Kapur’s novel,A
Married Woman. Books on existentialism speak
of ennui and religious texts speak of acedia,
but the nature of these abstractions are clarified
through literature.

We pray to The God of Small Things as
Arundhati Roy points out in her eponymous
lyrical novel since our personal losses are more
important to us than what is happening in the
larger world. What does one do when one’s little
hopes and loves and friendships are destroyed
by the juggernaut of destiny? We can only find
peace in remembering Auden’s lines from his

Funeral Blues:

The stars are not wanted now; put out every one,
Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun,

Pour away the ocean and sweep up the wood;
For nothing now can ever come to any good...

Literature forces us to value the small things
in our lives. Those whom we cherish and love,
one day they will be no more, and neither shall
we. Then nothing will console us except the
sorrows of those before us. In other words,
literature is the therapy of sorrow.

Literature is against all ideologies and
narratives of power. When we delude ourselves
that we are absolutely right about our own self-
serving beliefs, literature gently reminds us that
our minds are playing tricks with us. George
Orwell was once seduced by the dream of
equality and then he realised how quickly
utopias can turn into dystopias: “All animals
are equal, but some animals are more equal than
others” (Animal Farm). He realised the power
of ideologies taking over our lives too late; just
before he was dying. His prescience in his
novel, /984 now has turned real. Demons
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by Fyodor Dostoevsky and The Gulag
Archipelago: An Experiment in Literary
Investigation by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn show
us through high art, the results of being
ideologically inflexible and not realising what
the Marxist critic Terry Eagleton realised.
Ideologies are the last refuge of those fleeing
self-knowledge.

Just because someone has written about the
rights of women, or about her own nation’s
glory or about a revolution, books do not
automatically become literature. They need to
be serious and have a sublimity which calls out
to our hearts’ deepest longings.What we cannot
relate to ourselves, is certainly not literature
for us. It does not matter whether hundred
others are praising it online and ten critics are
writing about it in learned journals. In fact, one
has to ask the question, that if a book is so
popular, is it literature in the first place?
Because literature is not for the masses. Mass
media, news and politics and the reductive
discourses of the various human and empirical
sciences being transitory in nature are for public
consumption. They are certainly not literature.
Literature, on the other hand, is not a
mechanical production for the consumption by
all.We might glimpse the beauty inherent in
literature which had one kind of meaning a
hundred years ago and will have another kind
of meaning to another set of future readers
hundred years from now. While new
developments in the empirical sciences prove
older assumptions wrong; while new
archaeological discoveries destabilise
accepted historical facts, and new voices of
reason argue against older voices which once
sounded reasonable and while, all things
change, the literary artefact never changes. It
is, impossible as it sounds, ahistorical. It is as
if we are in the presence of the eternal. Anything
which does not have this quality of permanence
is not literature. Therefore, another quality of



literature is its ability to escape all historically
and ideologically motivated critical pressures.
If anyone claims to understand literature, then
either the book in question was never literature
in the first place, or, the reader is childish
enough to think she has understood while
actually she has been waylaid by the what the
literary critic Cleanth Brooks termed the heresy
of paraphrase’. Arthur C. Clarke’s 2001: A
Space Odyssey will always remain a bestseller
and a classic work of literature even when we
begin to travel across galaxies. Strange, but true,
science-fiction writers tend to get at the
scientific discoveries much before scientists do.

We need to touch upon another point
regarding literature before we end this essay.
Generally speaking, if one cannot understand
a book then it is filled with jargon and the style
must be either convoluted or pretentious.
Whatever it is, it is not literature. Literature is
written in crisp and clear language and avoids
bombast. What Martin Heidegger says in his
notoriously difficult book, Being and Time,
Marcel Proust said in simple language in his
series of novels which make up his In Search
of Lost Time. No history book can tell us of the
difficulties of the first expeditions to the Arctic
as Dan Simmons tells it in his The Terror. Yet
literature is neither philosophy, nor history. It
is always open to the human mystery of being
wrong. We are all fallible. As Shakespeare put
it long ago :

Author Biodata :

If we shadows have offended,
Think but this, and all is mended,
That you have but slumbered here
While these visions did appear.
(A Midsummer Night'’s Dream)

We are all dreamcatchers and are asleep.
Literature tries to wake us up. No wonder then
that in this age of measuring all things by their
utility, Derek Attridge had to reaffirm the power
of literature in his book, The Singularity of
Literature. Attridge’s book itself is literature.
This is the power of clarity in writing. Perhaps
Plato alone understood the power of literature
in the Western world. Otherwise, he would not
have insisted on banishing poets from future
republics. It is a testimony to the power of
literature that Salman Rushdie had to be stabbed
at New York and J.K. Rowling threatened
online for condemning the stabbing as this essay
was being completed. For few can sing the song
the sirens sing, leave alone understand them.
Plato and other fanatics sometimes catch up to
sarcasm and on-your-face humour, for as T.S.
Eliot wrote in a poem with a long name:

I have heard the mermaids singing, each to each.
I do not think that they will sing to me...

There is no time or space to write on this
aspect of literature. It is an all-encompassing
laughter which mocks all that pretend to be
great and destroys all our self-illusions. But that
is for another day and place.

The author teaches English in the Post Graduate and Undergraduate sections of the Department
of English of this college. He has a Ph.D. in the Problem of Evil and American Horrors Literature
from the University of Calcutta. Further, he has studied the Bible and Hindu canonical texts

formally.
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The churn
Jayita Ghoshal Roy

(Assistant Professor, Anthropology)

Get Churned—as you weave your life through myriad mazes,
It’s only natural;

Natural as far as mythology goes

Only churning yields what you vie for
For that you have fought tooth and nail
The victor and the vanquished.

The rhythmic churn

Will radiate non harmonic waves-

For the perceptors did not cohese;

As the chaotic turbulence subsides
Serenity reigns

Serendipity sets in
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Flight of Fancy
Tiyasha Golui

(Semester V, English Honours)

What would be happen, if all our imagination become real?
All our thinking thoughts, desire all get success.

The utopian world-where all over happiness and peace would be
existed.

A world, where no war, no fear, no malice would take place,
Only happiness, peace, merriment will acquire the whole space.
Can you imagine a world without discrimination, complexities?
Where all systems are controlled in equal order.

The world may be in all our mind,

In a subdued manner.

Our imaginary world is not yet beyond our reach!

When all people will recognize their humanity by themselves,
May be we can touch the world of our imagination.
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Creative Blockage

Srimoyee Maiti
(Semester 1V, English PG)

Well everyday I ageing

Mine brain cells self-sabotaging.
This is idiosyncrasy,

An absolute lunacy.

What an evil toss....

Nothing more to loss,

Nothing more to gain.

A brainless brain....!

Is a pathetic pain.

At times ideas are hard to find;
What an empty useless mind.

Right now I am in utter shock,

Oh no! Is this my creative block...?
My imaginations all lock! Locked! Locked!
For the magazine I just want to write,
This seems like an absurd fight.
Theyself mocking at thy own plight.
This is bizarre, this is not right.

The brain’s battling with all might!
Ironically stupid, comically shocking
At my own self I am mocking.

Is this funny?

Or simply irony?

I’m not giving up, nor bending!
This is what I am sending

Here is the peom’s ending.
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