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Sports and Personality
Soma Bank

My Life will not be Worthless
Debanjana Banerjee

Love
Sourav Ghosh

My starving Soul
Mithun Hazra

A Message To Death
Aditi Sarkar

Out of the Windowpane
Sayentani Chatterjee
Life

Mahajabeen Anjum

Being a Child
Madina Sultana

To Mom
Shumaila Maryam

The Blank Space
Archan Dasgupta
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Sports and Personality

Soma Bank
Semester 11, English (Honours)

outh all through history has been a revolutionary
force. Youth is that phase of life where dreams are built
and a bright future forged. These are the years to foster
moral principles, construct a value system and begin an
all-new journey on the path of the ‘right’. A nation’s
strength is in its youth. Youth can play a significant role
in the development of the country not only economically,
but also morally and practically. The youth in our country,
as all over the world, is a great resource of the nation
for development, innovation and social change. Thus,
there is a need to harness youth power for nation-building
by making them good citizens who are committed to
society and nationhood. This can best be done by
inculcating patriotism, providing good education, building
character and generating employment.

Now let's come back to the main point ‘How does
sports develop the personality of a young person?’ Playing
in many ways is a silent revolution committed to the
empowerment of youth and making an individual
contribute towards nation building and security in
substantial measure.

Playing sports can render a great helping hand towards
social services and causes of national importance. Sports

activity provides opportunities, to improve general
knowledge, life skills, soft skills , communication skills,
character building and traits of a well rounded personality.
These basic leadership qualities and managerial skills
will also prepare the young to rise as confident leaders
and entrepreneurs.

The whole essence of sport lies can be perceived as
an investment towards the youth of our nation. It harnesses
the fountainhead of youthful energy through its aims
and objectives. The objective development of character,
comradeship, discipline, secular outlook, a spirit of
adventure in every sportsperson lies at the core of
sportsmanship.

Many social evils still prevail in modern Indian
society that resist the forward march of our women .
India is ranked 29th among 146 countries across the
world on the basis of Gender Inequality index . Women
empowerment has taken a boost from it.

Sports is human life in a microcosm . Apart from
benefiting their physical health, sports also play an
important role in psychological development and the
social well-being of the young.

T

‘Live as gf you were to die tomorrow. Learn as

'9(‘ you were to ﬁvefovever’

— Mahatma Gandhi
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My Life will not be Worthless

Debanjana Banerjee
Semester VI, English (Honours)

If I can save one person from drowning,

If I can save one face from frowning,
My life will not be worthless.

If I find one little child to teach,
If I find one lost person to preach,
My life will not be worthless.

If I can drive away people's inner darkness,
If I can drive away their hidden starkness,

My life will not be worthless.

If I can help one bud to bloom,

If I can help one out through the gloom,

My life will not be worthless.

If I can save one innocent from crying,
If I can save one sufferer from dying,
My life will not be worthless.

If I can keep one pretty smile,
If I can keep pace with you for a while,
My life will not be worthless.

If I can make people's smiles limitless,
If I can make this world a better place,
My life will not be worthless.

Love

Sourav Ghosh
Semester VI, Anthropology

Love is great, experienced by everyone in life
Love is cool, it is everywhere

Love is beyond all, it is super powerful

The tenderness of it is the way anyone sees it

The intimacy of it can bring life to a still picture
The fondness of it can bring us all together

It ought to bring a great deal of warmth between —
the affection of Parents and their Children

There must be no external force which can break —
the powerful connection between them anytime
Even the indestructible energies and imperative obligations —

can't destroy the faith and value of it
The eminent job reminds us our duty to make our
Parents eternal by praying and assisting them at any age.

_Adid_



My starving Soul

Mithun Hazra
Office Attendant, Administrative

I am glad and promise my Soul,
Loyalty is born from a restless Soul.

My emptiness for this world as a whole;
Countless thoughts arise in the Soul.

Put my heart and Soul to my goal;
And be stiff as a mighty pole.

Egotism and depression may we bear;
These all will be one day war.

I want to see the real Star;
Fighting for the relevant war.

My Soul is athirst and starving;
Every blink of an eye is looking.

It’s never unfaithful,;
It’s always beautiful.

I have a soul;
How to fill this empty Soul.

My fragmented Soul still prays for happiness;
But pain in soul, sometimes seems loneliness.

I am with her in every heart beat;
Each second counts, full of heat.

My feelings find invisible efforts;
Healing stands on her supports.

I write down a heartbreaking wave history;
Bond of the relationship sinks into mystery.

My mind is ceaseless due to neglect;
Dreams are shattered to be perfect.

I wish all would be glorifying;
Soul fills everything to pacify.

_Adid__

A Message To Death

Aditi Sarkar
Semester 1, PG, English

Death,

You must be proud;

Taking so many lives at once,
Occupying all the areas of
The graveyard.

Death,

You must be ashamed,;

For being so wicked,

For force keening millions of
Sons and daughters.

Death,

You must be heartless;
How you take the souls out
Of innocent bodies,

For your own delight.

Death,

You must be answerable,
To the life force;

To all the livings and those
Who are dead,

When will you stop?



Out of the Windowpane

Sayentani Chatterjee
Semester I, PG, English

Do you ever just sit there and observe the clouds drift away?
That's time drifting away.

Time packs its bag and departs, It never comes back.

Can you fathom something so precious being lost forever?
No trace. No warning.

Just forever slipping away like sand from the palm of life.
Isn't it so scary, so dismaying?

What I denominated as the present is now the past.

Do you ever look at the stars twinkling in the distant ashy blue sky?
And as the sky dusks and the night falls,

As the sky transforms its ombre to a solid dark blue

They shine even brighter.

They grow in number, slowly taking over the entire sky.

Then appears the white ball of light that illuminates the dark,

The moon with its blemishes but ever so beautiful.

And as I sit by the window in the faint luminescence of the Moon

I wonder what it's like to be so heavenly, yet so lonely.

I wonder what it's like to be able to outshine all other celestial bodies
But never be able to glow from within.

I wonder what it's like to be millions of miles away

Yet so close that you could almost see those scars.

Scars begotten by those who hurt her.

Be that as it may,

There she is standing out amongst all others,

Eclipsing their beauty, being admired by millions.

_Adip_.
a3y

Life

Mahajabeen Anjum
Semester 1V, English (Honours)

This is a gift from the Omnipotent

A precious and beautiful gift.

Make it beautiful and happy...

Because your life is priceless.

This is a journey between life to death...
Where you find many obstacles,

But you have to go on!

Life is a blank canvas

Fill it with colours of joy

Make every moment memorable.

Life is a tree filled with leaves

Some leaves fall and others don't

Life is like millions of stars in the sky
Sometimes sparks and sometimes dims...

Life has no definition... because it is unique
It is never the same for every living soul!
And when the journey ends

We all will claim a reward

And we find an everlasting peace

In the palace of God.



Being a Child

Madina Sultana
Semester I, PG, English

I miss being a child

you could dream

the biggest of dreams your mind could come up
with the most fascinating imaginations

but no one would say they are too wild

they would let you live in

a world that left you beguiled

I miss being a child

everyone you knew, everyone you didn't

everyone you met, everyone you wish you would've
were so pure and magnificent

just because you were a child

I miss being a child

when people's flaws were something you couldn't see
when your eyes only saw the beauty

when your eyes got teary

only because you wanted a candy

I miss being a child

when you grow up suddenly the world seems so cruel
you see the true colors of everyone and everything
when you grow up everything seems unkind

I miss being a child

when there were no forced smiles

I miss being a child

when you would enter a room full of people
their eyes would glimmer and so would yours
you loved the attention and everyone's awe

I miss being a child

when you grow up attention gives you anxiety
you're scared of people looking

their eyes are so demeaning

I miss being a child

when you looked into everyone's eyes
all you saw was love and empathy
the world seemed like a fantasy

but now as you've grown old

all you wish to filter what you see
like you could as a child

then they gave you comfort

now they make you want to hide

I miss being a child
because you were perfect
through the eyes of a child
the world seems worth it.

el

‘An investment in know[edge pays the

best interest’

— Benjamin Franklin

_Adid_



To Mom

Shumaila Maryam
Semester 11, Zoology (Honours)

Dear mom...

I still remember

The sound of your last breath

I can still hear words that

You said just before your death
I can still feel your hands
Entangled warmly in mine

I can still envision your smile
Faint but still so fine

Although I do remember

The last promise I made to you
Stopping my flow of tears

[ haven’t been able to

I miss you

When I was a teenager I always thought

That hanging out with you was so not cool
Sometimes I’d be embarrassed when you
Came to pick me up from school

I look back at those times and think

How silly I was to have refuted

The love of a mother, so caring

Whose sacrifices can never be disputed

Life has its own harsh way of teaching lessons
I guess it was meant to be this way

I am crying for your hugs now that you’re gone
Mom, I will miss you till my dying days

The grief is inexplicable

The loss feels unbearable

The bereavement seems never-ending
The lament seems to do nothing

The pain is strong and relentless

The hurt has rendered me helpless

The damage done is permanent

Your death was my life’s worst moment
I miss you mom.

While I was caught up trying to manage
All the wrong priorities in life

I overlooked how the nasty disease

Had taken over yours, causing endless strife
A false assurance, I used to give myself
That you were being cared for

Even visiting you in hospital
Sometimes I thought of it as a chore
But now that you are gone, I realize
How foolish I have been.

Mom, I am dying of guilt and regret

I hope you can forgive my sins

I miss you.

I wish I could turn back time

Not just by years, but decades

Right to the time [ was a teenager

When you used to whine about my grades
I would do a lot of things differently

I would never have shown disrespect

I wouldn’t have tried to ignore you

I would have heeded your advice, so perfect
Mom, I know it is too late to say

All these things now

But I hope you are listening to all this
From the heavens above

I miss you.

Dear mom...

You don’t exist in this world anymore
But you always will, in my memory

You are not present in the house anymore
But in my heart, you will always be
Even though your existence

Is now personified by a gravestone

I know that if your love is with me

I will never feel alone

I miss you.
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I can’t cope up with the loss

It is too cruel for me to bear

So I am writing this poem

To lay my heart bare

My mom wasn’t just my mother
She was my best friend

She was my guardian angel

Oh, why did this have to end
She was my real support

She was my heart’s beat
Nothing and no one can be

Like her, so caring and so sweet
Her absence from my life

Has changed me as a person
Just like how a morning would be
Without the rays of the sun

I miss you.

You always fulfilled my wishes
Giving me whatever [ wanted
Your presence in my life

I had taken for granted

After your death my whole world
Has gone into a frightening void
When I had you, I had it all
Now, everything is destroyed
This is my repentance, my regret
I know you can’t hear me

But I still want to say

Mom, I miss you and I’m sorry

Does anyone feel my plight
Is anyone listening to me
Does anyone even care

My pain, can anyone see

I miss my mom, I really miss her
I can’t stop the tears

I wish I could turn back time
By only a few years

To be cuddled by her again
To see her laugh and smile
To have her fuss over me

To make my life worthwhile
Mom, if you are listening

I want you to see how much
I am missing you

And your motherly touch

_Adid_

I leave the house every day

After looking at my mum’s picture
That’s not the same as getting

A real hug from her

Losing a mother is not easy

But many kids don’t know this
Those who can experience her love
Live in pure bliss

Mom, even though since your death
It has been many years

Whenever I think if you

It still brings me to tears

I love you

You suffered the wrath of the disease
Day after day, you endured pain

You experience life’s worst lows

You put up with trauma, again and again
But even while doing all this

You had a smile on your beautiful place
The heavens may have taken you away
But your spirit, nothing can erase

Even though you are not here

You live among us, even today

Mom, we feel your love’s warmth
Through the sun’s rays

We miss you.

Mom...

I still can’t believe

That you are gone forever
Even if I have to believe

I will choose to, never

I can’t believe how death
Can be so untimely
Coming to a person

Most undeservedly

I am sad because

I feel totally helpless
That death took away
The source of my happiness
I miss you



Dear mom...

I gather all my strength

I pool in all my might

I collect my composure

To pass day and night

I have to put in this much
Energy every single day

To convince myself

To live without you this way
I miss you.

Mom, for every time I have let you down

For every time I made you frown

I know it is too late for an apology

But as I silently weep, | want to say sorry
Like a fool, I never realized the value

Of having a loving mother like you

I know you wanted me to be my best

I realize you wanted me to outshine the rest

I promise to be the best person I can be

I promise to be the winner that you saw in me
It won’t go in vain, it won’t escape your eyes
I know you will be watching on me from the skies
I miss youl hate death not because

It eventually comes to everyone
But because it took away

My most favourite person
Amongst all the people that

I could never live without

It took away the most precious
And showed me its clout

I will always hate death

For making me motherless
Now every day of my life

Is spent in pain and distress

I miss you mom.

Mom...

I wish I could get

That one last hug again

I wish with you, I could
Talk away my pain

I wish I could meet you

If only for a little while

Just thinking about hearing
Your voice, makes me smile
I miss you

Dear mom...

The flow of your memories

Just doesn’t cease

From your thoughts, I don’t know
How to find a release

No matter where I go

Or whatever I do

In some way, [ am

Always reminded of you

I wish that there was a way

For you to magically appear

I would give anything to have
You beside me, right here

I miss you mom love you forever.

_Adid_



The Blank Space

Archan Dasgupta
Semester I, PG, English

ana gently opens his eyes and finds himself lying
in an open field wearing a white tussar overall, he slowly
sits up and takes a look at himself, his ebon skin beneath
the glaze of the dress makes him strangely uncomfortable.
In his entire lifetime he has never had the opportunity
to garb such elegant clothing. He lifts his palms up,
twists and turns them slowly in an attempt to figure out
what has happened. It isn’t what he had imagined it to
be, the place definitely does not resonate any of the
descriptions his mother told him during his childhood.
Neither is it like the books he had once read.

“Is someone here? Where am I? What is this place?”
Rana shouted.

Rana cautiously starts to look all around him, with
a be wildering indication on his face and anxiety on his
eyes. Suddenly, his eyes fall on a distant, big, brown,
wooden door, standing on the east side of the field,
enveloped in a thin veil of fog. As he nears it, he discovers
beautiful carvings chiselled all over it. He slowly picks
his hands in a lingering fear from the trance of the
unknown and gives the door one mighty push. The door
wide opens with no sound as if its hinges have been
newly oiled. Much to his surprise, Rana finds that the
door has brought him to the cement slabs beneath the
banyan tree of his neighbourhoods’ juncture where he
seldom used to wait for Aadita. He looks around but is
unable to spot anyone, as if everyone that ever lived
there has abandoned the place to be a ghost town.
Everything that he could possibly remember about the
place is present except for the people who resided there.
His wandering eyes frantically searching for its inhabitants
reaches the corner of the alley, he runs there and tries to
spot his house but cannot, because of the dark sky. The
certain ambience of gloom that has pervaded into every
object around Rana was very new to him, he cannot
imagine that his para ever looked like this, it usually
was a jovial place to be at. Helooks up to the heap of
dark cotton-like clouds textured by its occasional
yellowish stream of lights and murmurs to himself, “it’s
going to rain as it seems” with a pause, “just like...” his
mind immediately flows back to a distinct memory, but

before his thought process could reach its completionit
is suddenly interrupted by a frail Rabindra Sangeet which
can be heard from a distance. Rana frowns a little, “that’s
an unusual!” says in a low tone and ambles tracing the
songs’ direction. Usually, radio cacophonies of retro
Bollywood or Tollywood songs could be heard there,
so, naturally, Rana’s curiosity compelled him to check
its source. He walked a little, just behind the banyan tree
and cemented slabs and he could listen the song even
better now. The strain has started to become clearer to
him, he could even manage to figure out a word or two
of the song. Rana now stops a little, a sudden ripple of
fright has taken over him, but his curiosity to discover
someone quickly takes over all of his senses and he
slowly starts to move again. He takes a turn and comes
across a well-furnished sitting roomwith a sinuously
designed carpet laid at the centre and a small wooden
side-table holding up a gramophone. He realises it is the
gramophone which issinging the melodyfromthe left
side of the room. On the other end of the room is an
ergonomically curved and padded rocking chair with a
footrest and a middle-aged woman residing on it with
her right handrested on the armrest and left hand holding
a newspaper. With one foot on the footrest,she is humming
to the song with her eyes closed and her grey head laid
back. Rana’s sense of fear has somehow been replaced
by a sense of relief. He has found someone; he has found
somebody. Beside the woman is a golden lamp, very
bleak but enough to inform the woman of Rana’s presence
in the otherwise dark room. She opens her eyes slowly,
tilts her head a little and takes a look at Rana. As soon
as their eyes meet, a chill goes down Rana’s spine and
his eyes turn big.

“Yo..u!” he exclaims in a trembling voice, “How are
you here?” he continues.

Having completely figured out who Rana was,
squeezing her eyes the lady replied, “aren’t you...aren’t
you that boy who came to me that night?”

Rana’s voice chokes up, droplets of sweat has started
to appear on his forehead, “no it’s not happening, it’s
not possible, how could it be?” he managed to utter in
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a dry throat. Sensing Rana’s panic, “Oh sit sit, everything
is possible here, sit!” replied the ladywhile gesturing
him to sit down.

Rana slowly sits down in the carpet, clicks his tongue
and asks, “How are you here? How are you here in
my para?”’

“Your para?” said the woman with a giggle., “Look
around boy it’s my room, how come is it your para”

“But I just came from...” before Rana could finish
“Yeah I get it. You liked your para, didn’t you?”

Still surprised, Rana replies in a very low voice
“yeah!itwas nice”

“just nice? No no if it were just nice, you wouldn’t
have been there now. You liked it, it was your happy
place” she replied in a low voice too.

“It might have been” said Rana less attentively, with
his head down, “but how are you here? It makes no
sense”.

She giggled again and replied, “I am in my happy
place boy!”

“NO! here, here how are you here, in this place”
“Where am I supposed to be then?”

“I don’t know, not with me for sure, we don’t belong
in the same place” screamed Rana “Why? Where do
I belong?”

“Somewhere up there” Rana looks up to point at the
sky but it is not there anymore. All he could see is a
false wooden ceiling and a fan attached to it, which is
barely moving. He quickly turns his surprised eyes
towards her to express his concern, but she says,

“No we are altogether in this!”
“But!” replied Rana in a very low and confusing tone
“But what?”

“But we don’t belong together, I don’t belong with
you, there’s been a mistake” Rana continues to mutter.

“Now I wouldn’t question that!” she says while
turning towards her newspaper. She then slowly lifts her
head towards her gramophone and says, “but can |
question you something?”” Rana’s sense of fear has starts
to ignite again, with his heart beating really fast Rana
replies in a very meek voice, “I know what you’ll ask”.

“You do?”
‘4Yes!3’
“Then can you answer?”

Rana pauses a little and begins to answer, “I-uh, I
needed the money, I needed it Ma was ill they were
making bills I couldn’t even count with how many zeroes,
I needed as much money as possible”

“That’s not my answer, you could have just taken
the money and left, what harm did I do?”

“I don’t know, I never did anything like this in my
life, I was scared” Rana continued in the same breath,
“You turned to the other side and I thought you were
awake so [...” Rana stopped panting for breath, “...I had
to...” before Rana could finish his sentence he closed
his eyes and immediately covered his face with his
hands;his lips started to tremble and he burst out in tears
with a loud wail.

“Oh stop-stop” the womangot up from the chair
supporting her knees and came running towards Rana,
she sat down grasping her knees again, placed the paper
from her hand onto the carpet and gently brushed her
hand at Rana’s back, “stop boy, don’t cry!”
“I should not have done it, I should not have done it”
Rana continued while tears kept rolling down his cheeks.

She slowly put her arms around Rana and said, “I
know boy, sometimes we do the grimmest of things
when cornered, and worst of all, we tend to justify it,
but you repent and that is all what matters boy. I have
seen you cry in that cell, and that is already way more
tears than anyone has shredded for me, so don’t cry,
don’t cry!”

Rana slowly lifts his head up, his cheeks still shining
and eyes still banking tears at its verge, “You saw me?”

“Yes...Rana. I did”.

Rana stays silent for a while and says, “was it very
painful?” She exhales a breath and says, “For a moment,
yes! But then I couldn’t feel a thing” by gently nodding
her head.

Rana couldn’t utter a single word, he sat there like
a statue, snivelling and thinking of the heinous task he
had done. Breaking Rana’s silence the woman said,
“You come to your happy place Rana, once you are done
with the world, that is how I am in your para, and you
in mine!
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Rana’s eyes still wet, he said, “but...”Rana started
to sob again.

She asked in a very slow voice, “Why is this your
happy place Rana?”

With his voice shaking, Rana whimpers, “I met her
there, below that Banyan tree everyday while she returned
from her night shift at the hospital.”

“Who?”
“Aadita”
“Who is she?”

“We were supposed to marry next winter” he replied
and broke down into a squall. She lowered her head and
patted Rana in an attempt to console although she quiet
knew she didn’t have a word to say to him. As the mellow

song, “€ bW (HICA SCeT loleT (S qes ARSI, / 2e

—®

IR FIR SR G2 €A filled the silence of the
room, only the flapping of the month-old, folded
newspaperlying on the carpet, could be heard.

After a while, Rana wiped his tears, rubbed his nose
momentarily and pursed his lips while exhaling a breath.
He then turned his eyes to read the headline, ‘Burglar
Accused of Stabbing and Robbing Elderly, Commits
Suicide in Mahanagar Jail’ on the newspaper. With a
heavy voice from all the crying and eyes fixated on the
paper, Rana asked, “Did you leave some unfinished
business behind?”. She gradually lifted her head, the
glistening in the corner of her eyes could clearly be seen,
her face; still,she looked straight at Rana’s face and
replied, “I left a few bori to dry on the terrace, but never
got the chance to pick them up, wonder what happened
to those”.

>—

‘Education is simp[y the soul of a society as

it passes ﬁrom one generaﬁon to another’

— G.K. Chesterton
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