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Human and Epidemic: From Past to Present

Buddhadeb Bar, Semester-6

The history of human migration on earth is

as old as the history of epidemics of
infectious diseases. The history of the
Athenian plague comes first in terms of
time. The 430 BC epidemic originated in
Ethiopia and spread to Egypt and Greece.
The rapid onset of the epidemic was
characterized by symptoms such as the
Ebola virus, with high fever and
hemorrhage, and the patient died within a
few days. The Ebola virus was first
identified in 1978 in South Sudan. It is
estimated that one-third of Greece's
population was infected during the
epidemic. Doctors and patient care providers
are more likely to be infected.

The Athenian plague affected people so
much that they turned away from religion or
religion. The tradition of respect in the
society was destroyed. People were stunned
by the fear of death. Centuries later, the
Antonine Plague struck the world around
165-165 AD. Originating in China, the
epidemic spread through troops in several
Asian countries and throughout the Roman

Empire, including Egypt, Greece, and Italy.

Then came another terrible epidemic in
history in 541 AD. Its name is ‘Justinian
Plague’. The epidemic was named after the
Roman emperor Justinian. The epidemic
was caused by a bacterium called ‘Yersinia
pestis’; which spreads through rats and flies
to Constantinople, the capital of the Roman
Empire, including the entire Mediterranean
region. The symptoms of this disease, which
spread very fast, were fever, boils and
vomiting. The death toll was so high that
there was no place to bury people in the
locality! 60 to 70 thousand bodies were

buried in huge holes.

Again, about 800 years later, in 1334, the
bubonic plague appeared in China, known in
history as the Black Death. The epidemic
was also caused by a bacterium called
‘Yersinia pestis’ which was spread by rats
and flies. Symptoms included fever,
abscesses, hemorrhage, and pneumonia.
About 50 percent of infected people died.
The concept of quarantine dates back to the
time of the Black Death. So far, quarantine
has been a global priority in controlling

infectious disease epidemics.
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Cholera has been mentioned in the works of
many writers of Bengali literature. This
disease has caused village after village to be
devastated. Although cholera-like disease
was first mentioned in the writings of two
Greek physicians on the banks of the
Ganges, it first became a global headache in
1818. According to Britannica.com, cholera
was eradicated from many parts of the world
within a few years of the outbreak in 1818,
but the disease persisted in the Bay of
Bengal.

One of the deadliest epidemics in modern
history is the Spanish flu, caught in 1918.
Where World War | killed 11.6 million
people in five years, the Spanish flu killed
20 million people in just two years.
According to LiveScience.com, about 500
million people are infected with the disease
from the South Sea to the North Pole. One-
fifth of them died, leaving many indigenous
groups on the brink of extinction. Crowding
of World War |

malnutrition increased the spread of the

soldiers and wartime

disease and its deaths. Another name for
influenza in the world is Asian flu. The
H2N2 virus spread to the United Kingdom
through the United States within six months
of its arrival in China. According to the US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), Asian flu was first detected in

No

Singapore in February 1958 and in Hong
Kong in April. Outbreaks appear to be
exacerbated during the summer months in
coastal cities across the United States. Asian
flu kills about 1.1 million people worldwide.
1 lakh 17 thousand people died in the United
States alone. Later it was possible to prevent
the epidemic with the vaccine.

Spring has been on this earth since
prehistoric times. According to the CDC,
evidence of cocoon spring has been found in
Egyptian mummies three thousand years
ago. The earliest written record of a disease
that coincides with smallpox is found in
China,

accounts of the disease were also found in

in the fourth century. Written

India in the seventh century and in Asia
Minor (present-day Turkey) in the tenth
century. From the 6th to the 18th century,
the disease was rampant all over the world.
CDC says cocooning was a devastating
disorder. On average, three out of every 10
victims die. The scars on the bodies of the
survivors reminded him that he had been
attacked. The human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) was first identified in the 1980s.
the  World Health

Organization, an estimated 36.9 million

According to

people are currently infected with the virus.

AIDS has claimed more than 34 million
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lives worldwide, making it one of the most

devastating epidemics in history.

The first infectious disease to panic in the
twenty-first century was called "Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome” - SARS; it is
also a type of coronavirus. The first case of
SARS was reported in China. According to
the World Health Organization, the virus
was detected in late February 2003. The flu
has affected more than 6,000 people in 26
countries; At least eighty people died.
However, it is not yet clear how the virus
was transmitted to humans. There was a
high risk of infection in the minds of the
people as the germs of this airborne disease
are easily spread through sneezing and
coughing. SARS has spread to Europe,
America and Australia, including parts of
Asia. The use of surgical masks became
very popular during the outbreak of SARS
in 2003.

The first outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus
occurred in 1986, at the same time in two
regions of the Congo and South Sudan. The
virus later became known as Ebola when it
broke out in a village on the banks of the
Ebola River. According to the World Health

S5

Organization, the death rate from this

terrible disease is about 50 percent.
Although Ebola was first identified in 1986,
its biggest impact came in 2014-2018 in

West Africa.

The new virus, which made its home in
Wuhan, China just before the beginning of
2020, killed millions of people throughout
the year. The year-round panic virus has
been named Novel Corona virus (SARS
COV-2), and the disease has been named
Covid-109.

All the epidemics have ended one day.
Covid-19 will also end one day. Covid-19 is
different from other epidemics in the past.
That is: we have been able to identify the
virus of this epidemic from the very
beginning with the development of
technology. This was unknown in the case
of past epidemics. Therefore, it can be
believed that this epidemic can be stopped
faster than the previous epidemics by using
the combined efforts of modern science and

people.

[Reference: Psychiatry of Pandemics, Nature
Medicine, 2020, Ananda Bazar Patrika, 2020]
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Story

General Time

Saurav Ghosh, Semester-6

The two imaginative characters in this Story are two childhood friends named

Alok (BTECH in Biotechnology, London University beside Tames River, London) & Alisha
(Chemistry Hons in Jadavpur University), they are in a phonetic conversation.
Alok asked Alisha about her health and education in reply to which she said that she is good in
health and doing well in Online education system inspite of several backlogs like coverage
problem and certain facilities not so easily available due to Coronavirus effect and he
viceversally replied that his health is well sounded and his education is up-to-the mark though he
is not so much accustomed with the pressure situation of foreign studies and rules of the
institution during this Pandemic and the net connection is well developed there and the
Coronavirus has hit badly in England and also informed that this is even worse in India he heard
of in view of her questions about health and education. She notified that he heard it right and the
medical system in India is not quite comfortable to fight Coronavirus and the needful Corona
items like Oxygen Supplies, PPE Kits is worst here but the Country is doing quite satisfactorily
in Vaccination in reply to it he told though England is a Superior developed Country, it is at
backstage compared to many countries in the World and he admired sad feelings against the
worst condition of India in terms of Corona materials. She expressed her sadness for the financial
and market condition of India, the daily essential needful commodities reached a great value
during this time and the People are losing their jobs, it’s very difficult to get job here. He said
that the daily price in England is ok according to him but it is not so good enough here also in
terms of jobs due to Coronavirus. She speaked that the infrastructure is not fine here, he gave the
same respond to it. She smiled and said that she is utilizing her free time with her lovable person
online; on the other hand, he is expecting a good career in future so he is working very hard. This
is the end of the conversation between them.
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We Must Survive

Soumita Pradhan, Semester-6

The time has now is like a devil,
But the time to be a human was also evil!
The disease snatched many lives,
But the evolution had also trapped many species;
These days forced us to live alone,

But Homo sapiens sapiens already knows to survive alone;
We have seen the burning ground with continuous fire,
But we had already defeated many forest fire;

They are now migrated through many states,

But we also had migrated through continents to continents;
We are now wrecked by this RNA,

But we know how to defeat this by our DNA.

By millions of years,

We win the earth inspite of thousand fears;

Yes, we already go through all of this,

Yes, we go through all of this,

We Shall Overcome This,

Because Human Is an Incredible Species.
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