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She is!

In search of liberty

Subarna Chongder
Second Semester, English Hons.

here was a time when women's rights were
infringed. There was no liberty to take decisions on their
own individually.

I am going to give an account of a girl, who lived in
that type of puritan society.

Now she is eighteen, whenever she wants freedom,
she finds herself to be restrained, she comes to understand
that, she is being tethered by several types of knots,
which are created by patriarchal society, such as, she
has to return to her home from the outside within 9 p.m.,
as a girl she has to be always polite and sober in front
of others, if there's any transgression going on she cannot
raise her voice because it shows that the girl is rebellious.
If she loves somebody, she has a flaw in her own character
because polite girls or the girls from conservative families
never fall in love. She wants to learn Kathak but again
the same fear comes before her passion. There comes a
day, 15th of August. She goes upstairs toward the terrace
and takes her favourite kite. Meanwhile her grand mother
comes and says that she cannot fly kites just because it
does not suit a girl's image. Again she falls. If a girl has
some male friends, then again the girl is considered a

philanderer. When she is at her home with no work, she
tries to control herself to be a quiet person but no one
notices that, she never goes outside her house from the
fear that if she does anything wrong, society will debase
her. When she returns from the college, she hears a noise
which tells that women look better always in the kitchen
cooking for the family, not holding books in the hands
and some higher degree before their name. Though, she
has the high prospect to establish herself as an educated
and well established woman. The puritan society and
their supremacy repeatedly deters her from growing up
into a prosperous lady.

Frequently she tries to look over and over around a
cage which is claustrophobic, empty. She wants to be
as free as a white dove she released from the cage
some days before. She wants to fly, release all human
beings, and other creatures from confinement, as she
is now.

She can do nothing but she presumes that some day
the society will be without prejudice. She continues to
hope that she will win over these hindrances. And now
she is eighteen.

@

The best way to find yourself is to lose

yourself in the service of others.

— Mabatma Gandhi
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Apocalypse and After: Balancing
the Virtual and the Real

Dr. Kuntal Chattopadhyay
Associate Professor, Department of English

he word ‘apocalypse’ lexically refers to “the
complete final destruction of the world, as described in
the biblical book of Revelation”. By way of
generalization, therefore, it means “an event involving
destruction or damage on a catastrophic scale”.
‘Apocalypse’ is a Greek word meaning "revelation", and
Wikipedia defines it as "an unveiling or unfolding of
things not previously known and which could not be
known apart from the unveiling".

For the last few months, all over the world, we are
in a process of one such “unveiling or unfolding” of a
catastrophic situation “not previously known” to us. Our
anxious eyes are daily fixed on the Covid Tracker as we
see the Corona curve in our country mounting and
mounting, seemingly approaching the peak, and yet still
not reaching it. Once the summit is reached, there might
be a downward slide to the base level. But where is the
hilltop and how far is the hilltop?

After being confined to an unprecedented lock-
down condition for a considerable length of time, we
are now stepping into the processes of staggered
unlocking, counting huge losses already suffered and
apprehending many more to come. As we move through
“an unveiling or unfolding of things not previously
known”, many literary and philosophical texts and
narratives come and go in the room of our heads talking
in the tune of Corona virtuoso. The invisible virus has
forced all of us to a condition of compulsive self-isolation,
home-quarantine and social distancing, a condition which
is mandated, repetitive, depressive and increasingly
obsessional.

This is precisely at this point that Albert Camus’
philosophical classic, The Myth of Sisyphus (originally
published in French in 1942) may return to our minds
as a new testament of human existentiality. We are
familiar with the story that Camus re-invested with a
philosophical discourse. Zeus, the King of the Olympian
gods, punished Sisyphus, a mythic figure of ancient
Greece, by having him roll a heavy stone up a large hill
for eternity. Every time Sisyphus got the rock to the top

of the hill, it would roll back to the bottom, at which
point Sisyphus would roll the rock back to the top, only
to see it fall back down again, ad infinitum. Camus
wanted to address a number of philosophical / existential
questions, for example, if life is worth-living, if it is all
absurd, if it can be made meaningful, or how to appraise
our lives. The story of Sisyphus as philosophized by
Camus is the narrative of an existentially mandated
human condition which can only be pursued and pursued,
a game as it were which can neither be finished, nor
abandoned.

All of a sudden, all of us are seemingly trapped in
a similar fatality in our encounter with the seemingly
omnipotent virus, may be a sort of cruel god bent on
punishing us. We are all like Sisyphus repeating the same
action every day. We can realize our helplessness. After
having disinfected all my home surfaces—the floors,
the table-tops, the key-board and the mouse, the hand-
set, the refrigerator, the kitchen-sink et al—with a bottle
of disinfectant, I come to realize that the plastic bottle
itself was not disinfected. So far we were told to maintain
‘social distancing’ to the extent of one meter since the
virus is presumed to be rather large and heavy and
transmits only via droplets. But now we find ourselves
more helpless as we come to know that the virus is really
not so heavy and it can float in air for some sixteen feet
or so. We need more distance between oneself and
another, and may be, no known specific distance is ever
fully safe for us.

We have learned many words anew, a whole host
of terms and phrases that indicate the Sisyphus-like
absurdity in the real—quarantine, isolation, lock-down,
hotspot, buffer, co-morbidity etc. Sisyphus’s life was
painfully repetitive, a destiny of a mission never to be
achieved, but never to be left either. His life was futile
and pointless. But Sisyphus was compelled to roll the
stone. Zeus had given him no other choice. Unlike
Sisyphus’s large stone, corona virus is very small, and
yet our mission against it is precisely a Sisyphean task.
We also have no choice but to try to push corona virus
away, doing so over and over again, indefinitely living
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in the apprehension that it will come back. Corona virus
is a plague (remembering Camus’ novel) not merely on
human happiness, which is popularly expected to be
ensured with health and wealth, but it is also a plague
on the philosophical question of meaning in human lives
vis-a-vis the meaning and value of all planetary lives.
It is like Prufrock’s overwhelming question in T.S. Eliot’s
famous poem, which is, how to deal with a loss of
meaningfulness—“Do I dare / Disturb the universe?”
We are, like Prufrock, afraid of death on all sides, and
carrying the Aarogyasetu App in our mobile phone,
everyone of us may be muttering Prufrock’s words : “I
have seen the eternal Footman hold my coat, and snicker,
/ And in short, I was afraid.”

In today’s carefully distanced state of quarantine and
masked isolation triggered by the fear of the lethal Covid
19, nothing could be as revealing as what Colson
Whitehead wrote years ago in Zone One (2011) in the
form of a commentary on a dystopic end and beyond:
“Best to let the broken glass be broken glass, let it splinter
into smaller pieces and dust and scatter. Let the cracks
between things widen until they are no longer cracks
but the new places for things. That was where they were
now. The world wasn't ending: it had ended and now
they were in the new place. They could not recognize it
because they had never seen it before.” Zone One tells
the story of a virus-induced pandemic that has devastated
the planet dividing humanity into two types: the
uninfected and the infected, the living and the living
dead. After the worst of the plague is over, armed forces
stationed in Chinatown’s Fort Wonton have successfully
reclaimed the island south of Canal Street—aka Zone
One. At once a chilling horror story and a literary novel
by a contemporary master, Zone One is a dazzling
portrait of modern civilization in all its wretched,
shambling glory.

Living all by myself, ‘living and partly living’ like
the Canterbury charwomen in another Eliot masterpiece,
Murder in the Cathedral, and thinking somewhat
obsessively in the face of the ever-rising Corona curve,
I just try to envision the apocalypse ahead and beyond,
recollecting some more lines from another work of
fiction, Emily St. John Mandel’s novel, Station Eleven
(2014): “No more Internet. No more social media, no
more scrolling through litanies of dreams and nervous
hopes and photographs of lunches, cries for help and
expressions of contentment and relationship-status updates
with heart icons whole or broken, plans to meet up later,
pleas, complaints, desires, pictures of babies dressed as

bears or peppers for Halloween. No more reading and
commenting on the lives of others, and in so doing,
feeling slightly less alone in the room. No more avatars.”
Much of Mandel’s superbly layered novel is set in the
wake of a devastating swine flu pandemic, which kills
99 percent of humanity. It conveys at once a real sense
of loss at the fall of civilization as well as a wonderful
take on the new life after the fall. The book’s structure
juxtaposes scenes of survivors of the epidemic with the
sudden end of the world. We find characters holed up in
tower blocks while the world collapses around them, as
well as the unlucky survivors who walk blasted roads
in search of vestiges of civilization. But whereas most
apocalypse novels push grimly forward into the horrific
or dystopic, Station Eleven skips back and forth between
the pre-pandemic world and Year Twenty after global
collapse, when the worst is over and survivors have
banded together into isolated settlements. Gradually, the
book builds cumulative power as connections are made
between the two time frames, and characters that do or
don't survive.

Now allow me a cinematic jump cut to take you in
a flashback to our very own Saratchandra Chattopadhyay,
Srikanta (part 2) to be more precise: o2 (&1 @oNTALIT
WK GRS (oA MRS (58 (SIF 71 23002 T (@IS
SATHITY G5! ©F @ Bt oz (el uet | 5ifdfs 230e @bl
LD W9 FICA AT I, (FCATT | 499 #1830 Siferiy,
BT quarantine: O+ (2R SR T3 STSHCTD ST AR |
*[2 2309 S5-I NZHA YT 61 GG Ioreitad (@i gl
AfereGt gie fufza w1z Sl Frees cowif 41 2330E;
BZIRE W B (UL AraIvd (IGICa iz orea 22 | wifuey
QT I/ 719, 0 2201 *I2(R 2{(7 F09 A I” This description
captures the moment of Srikanta’s arrival at plague-
ridden Burma when it was a British colony. Perhaps
Bengali readers came across the now globally popular
word ‘quarantine’ here in this passage for the first time.
A close look at the details in the quoted passage shall
give you an idea of the similarity of health protocol
during the current pandemic as the apocalypse is being
revisited. That was an epidemic of the colonial period,
dimensionally different from this post-colonial as well
as trans-colonial pandemic, although the basic truth
remains unaltered that be it epidemic or pandemic, it
exposes the endemic.

We are familiar with one of famous Shakespeare
quotes from Hamlet, “something is rotten in the state of
Denmark”. It was spoken idiomatically to suggest that
something was not right in the state. But Hamlet and
others somehow got the smell of it. Fortunately, they
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were not intellectually Covid positive. Now we know ..

that one of the symptoms of Corona infection is the loss
of the sense of smell. That is to say, Covid pandemic
takes away from us the olfactory sensation and so we
cannot even smell the rot. This loss of one sensation
in the state of an unfolding apocalypse may be taken as
real as well as symbolic, and this reminds me of the
symbolism of the loss of eyesight in a famous novel,
called Blindness (1995), by the Nobel-winning Portuguese
author, Jose Saramago. The novel allegorizes the
dystopian outcome of a plague of white blindness, a
mysterious disease that is eventually known as the
“white evil.” Someone suddenly turns blind while
standing in the road near a traffic light. The doctor who
treats the blind also turns blind and then the blindness
spreads. To arrest future contamination, the government
arranges for quarantine in an abandoned mental asylum.
Inside the asylum, the reader is provided with the
harrowing account of a small group of internees led by
the Doctor’s Wife, who is the only person to retain her
eyesight. The white blindness spreads exponentially and
as the number of quarantined individuals keeps mounting,
social order crumbles and morality disintegrates.
However, there still remain those individuals who make
decisions that demonstrate altruistic sacrifice for the
good of the rest. Saramago writes a captivating story of

not only social decay, but also the emergence of a new
morality in the most desperate circumstances.

An apocalypse is a catastrophic end, but since every
end is potentially a new beginning, can’t we still look
forward to some miracle? Miracles are generally believed
to be the mysterious handiwork of some divinity. But
let us remember what happens towards the end of
Saramago’s book when the Doctor’s Wife enters a church
that has become a refugee camp for the blind. She
observes that “all the images in the church had their eyes
covered, statues with a white cloth tied around the head,
paintings with a thick brushstroke of white paint”. The
Doctor replies, “Perhaps it was the work of someone
whose faith was badly shaken when he realised that he
would be blind like the others”. The strange alteration
of the images perhaps suggests that, just as the world
has been struck blind, so too is the Church. God and the
saints no longer listen to the pleas of the victims and
their simple faith could not cure them. But shortly
thereafter, the miracle happens as people slowly begin
to regain their sight. The miracle happens because the
healing and curative powers associated with the Church
and God have been transferred to humanity, when men
are empowered to use their own moral and spiritual
resources. When humanity becomes divine, we would
no longer require to look to a higher power that did not
answer our prayers.

We are such stuf as dreams are made on,

and our little life is rounded with a sleep.

— William Shakespeare




The Lockdown

Saurav Ghosh
Anthropology, 4th Semester

The World is facing severe lockdown state
For which people are in distress

The guilty Coronaviruses are out

So people are in huge doubts

The WHO has remarked to maintain several rules
For rolling Coronavirus away

Ding dong ding

People are recent home’s king

As for the first time

They are maintaining their happy families
Stay safe and secure and perform

Your duties to keep India’s beauty

Pray to God again and again

To gain the destroying powers of —
Mysterious breakdown afresh.
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Life

Mithun Hazra
Office Attendant, Administrative

Life is an endless journey,
Only one can complete it fully.

When there is sun,
Try to feel the sunshine;
You may not get it tomorrow.

Life is a perfect blend of peaks and valleys,
Sometimes soft as a silk;
Sometimes sharp as a knife.

When there is rain,
Try to wash yourself clean;
You may not get it tomorrow.

Life is the change of nature,
This moves with a lot of gesture.

When there is moon light.
Try to enjoy it;

May be you are not getting this moment back.

Life is a riding horse,
If one rides it well,
He will reach his goal, otherwise hell.

When someone cuts a joke,
Try to laugh;

May be you are not getting this moment back.

You can’t remain alive for ever,
But you can be immortal;
After all, one can shine only once.



Self

Riya Ghosh
Semester 4, PG Department of English

From the earliness of me

From the encounters with ills and odds
From the fear of confession

From the balm of deception

And dream with faint reality

From a slave of illusion

From over-involvement with the early me
When betrayed by mischievous reflection
When drunk by moment the Lethe of can
From when I thought I could be her,
Friending a deception, under his hat

I could mould my faith at his land
Obscure, could I be brave and mend

The neighbor's wall, and slay

My entity with the Jabberwock lay

And so I thought

And so when I thought I begin to be

And so when I thought I begin another me
I heard a cry, a faint mouring cry.

From the dead end's meet,

From the dark pines of thought's twilight's feet
Inside me does it cry, crawl and creep
Inside me does it grow, groan and grip
Like the cry of Raven, of Owl, of Foul
Like the unheared symphony of Ruth's silent howl,
From the deep and shadow it grows

Like a serpent came it close

For then I thought

For then I feel the cry follow

For then in my ear whisper it ' HOLLOW'...

_Adid_

Shift

Ritwik Bag
English Hons., 2nd Semester

The shift has begun,
Looking past the window
makes much more sense.
Wading through the cold
makes the warmth
succumb to the pain.
The quiet is depressing;
The noises never fail

to scream in shame.

I never found a clue

if this was all I needed
to drive me sane.

I guess I’ll never

enjoy the rain again.



Companion

Anuska Mukherjee
Second Semester, English Hons.

¢ are made up of our own expressions, thoughts,
beliefs, emotions and individual status in a society.
Louisa aspired to the look at the beautiful world from
above the skies whereas Lisa made up her mind to
become a social worker. Louisa however did not trust
her own sister, she thought Lisa was jealous of her in
terms of education. Their life was passing peacefully
with enthusiasm and joy every moment. When their
journey stopped at the station of ISC exams, Louisa's
feeling of jealousy towards her elder sister turned into
hatred and eventually Louisa started ignoring Lisa. The
whole year went away when at last the results of the
exams came out. Louisa had made her way through the
exams whereas Lisa scored average marks.

Lisa was happy that her sister has scored well. Louisa
said to herself that the road to success and the road to
failure are almost exactly the same. When Lisa
congratulated her with a small gift, Louisa said, 'See,
there was a feeling of hatred in you for me and I know,
so Ms Loser, better stay out of my way, you jealous girl
and take away this stupid gift. I want to say that stay
away from me and the fruits of my success, dear sister.'
Lisa was not expecting this kind of behaviour, and started
crying hard and ran away from there. Nothing hurts more
than being disappointed by the person you love the most
in this whole world. Jealousy, hatred, success which
casily breaks the strongest relationships. Somewhat this
happened between this sisters.

From that day, Lisa went missing. Police were
informed and they searched everywhere in Pune but did
not find her. Lisa was missing since that day and five
days later, an article explained that a body of a girl
around 19 years have been recovered from the Vetal
Tekdi. The girl had a tattoo in her neck and from this
the local people came to know that her name was Lisa
Steward. After listening to this Louisa was shocked, she

was unable to talk, tears rolled down her cheeks. She
quickly ran to Lisa's room and behind the photo of
Louisa and Lisa, there was a letter which read :

Dear Louisa,

I know that you hate me, or rather I don't know what
misunderstanding has happened . You are a brilliant as
well as beautiful girl but Lisa never hate your companion.
I don't know what to write, see I am crying. I know when
you will get this, I will be already dead, but I will forever
be alive in you, my best friend, my classmate, my sister
and foremost my 'Strength'. I hope you will remember
me. See you, in next life. So bye...

Louisa was unable to believe what had actually
happened. She thought may be she was in a nightmare
but on pinching she realized it was real. She shouted,
throwing all the things, breaking the furniture, she tried
to hurt herself but was unable to do so. She cried, she
shouted, burnt the books, tore her pictures. All she was
doing was to find the solutions to the big mistake she
had done. She is unknown from the fact that one the
mistake is done its only left to regret it. This what happens
to this sisters.

A year later, Louisa was in a Mental Hospital as from
that day Louisa has been silent all the time. She has been
suffering from bipolar disorder. At times she used to act
that Lisa was with her, but sometimes she used to cry
and cold sweat appeared on her head and forehead. She
felt that she was in a bottomless pit. That letter is still
with Louisa and yet nobody came to know about it. The
career of Louisa has been destroyed only because of
misunderstanding with her own best friend. The pride
in Louisa has taken her into such a situation, from where
it seems impossible for Louisa to recover. The once
excellent girl has turned into a patient in a mental hospital.

_Adid_
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